
Are we making this change due to Covid?
No. For many years there have been concerns brought forward from a 
variety of stakeholders that GCS high schools should adopt the same 
schedule.

Does moving to one schedule assist with any potential Hybrid Model 
that may still be in place for 2020-2021 pending the status of Covid?
Yes. While not the driving force to make this change, any potential 
future situation where students and teachers need to operate inside of 
a hybrid model is made much easier by being on a Block schedule with 
fewer classes at one time for both teacher and student.

Does moving to one schedule assist with any potential Virtual School 
Model that may still be in place for 2020-2021 regardless of where 
we are with Covid?
Yes. We believe that Virtual options will remain for students in GCS be-
yond our current pandemic. In order to maximize the course offerings 
and options for students, it is best that all high schools are on the same 
schedule so we maximize the virtual course options for students in our 
district, regardless of what their home based school offers.

Doesn’t the Block Schedule create a situation where a student may have an extended period 
of time between consecutive courses (such as math or Foreign Language)?
Yes, it is possible that a student would take the first level of a Foreign Language class first semester of one 
year and then not get the second level of the Foreign Language until the 2nd semester of the following 
year. Counselors do their best to minimize those types of scheduling situations, but it is possible that can 
happen. Note this also happens at times in the traditional schedule when students skip a year of Foreign 
Language before returning to take the next level.

Can students maintain their attention span in 90 minutes class vs. 50 minutes class?  
Teacher expectation, even on the traditional schedule, is to differentiate the instruction during their time 
in the class. Teachers have developed many new teaching skills during our past few months of blended 
learning, and some of those same strategies will assist in differentiating the class period to keep students 
engaged and on task.

Wouldn’t student absences be more critical on a Block Schedule (missing double for each day out)?  
Yes. Every single day missed is the equivalent of missing 2 days of instruction due to the length of classes. 
However, we have expanded the availability for students to eLearn when not in the building, including live 
streaming and recorded classes. Some of that missed class time in an absence can now be minimized by 
technology the student can access while not in school.

Will AP Testing be negatively impacted since those assessments are only given in the Spring at this time?  
While it is currently true that AP tests are only offered at this time in the Spring and that it is not possible to 
offer AP classes exclusively in the Spring, schools that are currently on block schedule have found a variety 
of ways to offset any negative impact this could present. Several of our Block schools have some of the high-
est AP testing scores of any schools in the District and state.

Will Traditional Schedule teachers have to “reinvent” their lessons when moving to block?  
While some modification will certainly need to be made moving from traditional to block, GCS has many 
curriculum resources and planning guides that have been developed by the block school teachers and the 
GCS Academic Department that will be available to traditional schedule teachers in their transition.

Will some operational items need to be done two times in a year on block as opposed to traditional? 
Yes, items such as testing processes, EOC exams, informing students on procedures like lunch schedules 
and procedures for going to bathroom, expectations for learning in the classroom, protocols for getting 
help, teacher duty schedules and supervision, sex education


