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 Guidance for Schools on Student Speakers at School-Sponsored Activities 

 

 School employees must remain neutral to religion at all times, including during the selection of speakers 

for a school-sponsored activity.    

 Students should only be selected to speak based upon neutral criteria, such as academic merit or 

exemplary student conduct.  School officials can never ask or encourage a student to pray or to provide a 

religious message.   

 School employees cannot review, censor, or edit a student message based upon the content or viewpoint 

of the message unless there is reason to believe that such message may foreseeably disrupt the educational 

environment, contain profanity or be contrary to the District’s behavior code.   

 Time, place and manner restrictions, such as allowing a certain amount of time for a speaker, are 

permitted. 

 A school publication, including an event flier or program, cannot include a description that would make a 

reasonable person believe that the school is endorsing religion.   For example, the use by a school of the 

terms Prayer, Invocation, or Inspirational Reading in a publication is not permitted.  A school publication 

that allows for private expression, such as an advertisement in a yearbook or a student opinion in a 

newspaper, may allow a religious message in that section to the same extent as a secular message. 

 Programs or fliers should not direct the audience or participants to stand for any student message.   

 High school graduation programs must contain the following disclaimer:  “The views or opinions 

expressed by students during this program are their own and do not reflect the policy or position of the 
school district.” 

 

Guidance for Schools Selecting Venues for School-Sponsored Activities  

 

 While school-sponsored events will often be held on a school’s campus, there may be reasons, such 

as space limitations, for schools to consider using venues away from campus.   

 Venues can only be selected based upon secular criteria, including, but not limited to, proximity to 

school, capacity, acoustics, and any associated costs. 

 Nearby school locations should be considered (i.e. an elementary school using a high school 

auditorium, etc) but schools are not required to use school facilities if other venues would be more 

advantageous to use based upon secular criteria. 

 If a school uses a venue associated with a religious entity or a church, there cannot by any promotion 

of religion/proselytizing to the students or audience members. 

 Schools should be careful not to use a venue that would lead a reasonable observer to believe that the 

school is promoting religion. 

 

First Amendment issues are often complicated.  Please contact my office if you have any questions or concerns 

related to an upcoming school-sponsored activity. 


