


 

Media Minutes  Gwendolyn Brown 

Bookfair is coming! Our bookfair is March  12-16. Have fun, purchase books for your child’s class-

room or for home. All proceeds go to the media center to purchase books and materials.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During library classes we will be supporting classroom curriculum and reinforcing skills.   

 

Here are the units of study we will be working on: 

Kindergarten: adding and subtracting within 5,  Retelling stories, fairytales 

First Grade: Space,  Learn to put an entire book together to understand the whole meaning of it  

Second Grade:  Biographies, how to use OPAC and find books on their own 



    

Thank you for supporting our America Recycles Week recycling drive!  Besides  

recycling lots of ink cartridges, electronics, and eye glasses, we were able to collect 1,200 pairs of 

shoes!  These shoes will be sold at a low cost to villages in Africa and the profits returned to poor-

er regions through the building of wells, schools, and other needed projects.  And our students 

benefited by earning a well-deserved prize—a visit in March from the Critter Guy! 

 

The Science Lab has had a makeover!   Now known as the “STEM Lab” (Science, Technology, Engi-

neering, and Math), we have new whiteboard tables and stools to complete the update.  The fo-

cus of lab each week/quarter hasn’t changed, however.  Lessons focus on extending the SC Sci-

ence Standards through hands-on, real-world, project based activities.   

 

Here are the units of study we will be working on through Spring Break: 

3rd Grade: Weathering/Erosion/Soil—students will explore the concepts of erosion and our 

changing landscapes by learning about the 3 main types of soil, conducting experiments with 

stream tables to observe how the land changes depending on soil type and landscape features.  

We will go outside to find examples around our school and learn more about how and why Oak-

view composts its food waste.  Finally, students will work in teams to tackle a STEM project:  How 

can you slow down erosion so your house remains safe on the hillside?  

 

Fourth Grade: Weather/Astronomy—Students will finish their unit on weather and astronomy by 

taking a few virtual reality field trips to the solar system and the International Space Station using 

Oakview’s new Google VR cart,  creating constellation kaleidoscopes, interpreting online data 

sources to predict weather patterns in Greenville, and experimenting with space travel by col-

lecting data from Alka-Seltzer rockets.  Their culminating STEM challenge:  Pretend they are par-

ticipating in the GOOGLE XPrize competition.   Build a prototype moon rover that would be able to 

explore the moon’s surface and send data back to Earth.  

 

Fifth Grade:  Motion/Design—STEM Challenge:  Groups will design, create and test a paper roller 

coaster that will have the SLOWEST time possible.  Teams will integrate technology, design, math, 

team work, force, and motion concepts as they build their coaster and explain how, why, and       

           where forces are acting to slow the marble.  



Here’s our music curriculum for second semester: 

 

5th –  Recorders, Ukuleles, Dulcimers, Evolution of Music (Spirituals, Rag-

time, Jazz, Rock and Roll), Impressionist Period 

4th –  Recorders, Ukuleles, Dulcimers, Spirituals of the Underground Rail-

road, Musicals, Romantic Period 

3rd –  South Carolina Songs, Ukuleles, The Blues, "Schoolhouse Rocks," 

Movie songs, Treble Clef Staff 

2nd – Form - AB/ABA, Musicals - "Seussical," Bremen Town Musicians, In-

strument Families in the Orchestra, “Peter and the Wolf” 

1st – Spring songs, Instrument Families, Plant songs, Form - AB/ABA, Musi-

cals, “Carnival of the Animals” 

5K – Animals on the Farm, Spring songs, Review musical opposites: loud/

quiet, up/down, fast/slow, long/short, high/low 

 

 

The Oakview Chorus, Drum Club, and Uke Krazy will be performing our 

anuual  

SPRING CONCERT on Monday, May 7, at 6:00 pm.  We hope that you 

can come out and support these talented students in what is sure to be a  

wonderful  performance! 



 

      

Art Smarts  
    Hannah Long and Karissa Page 

We are half way through our school year and students are very busy pursuing art ideas and trying out new techniques and a 

variety of material in their art classes!  We have sent several projects home with most grade levels now.  Please be sure to 

ask your child what they’ve been working on! 

Below are more details about what individual grade levels will be working on before Spring Break: 

 

Kindergarten:  Students enjoyed hearing the story, Ernest, the Moose Who Doesn’t Fit, read aloud and creating a project to 

go along with the dilemma in the story.  We are currently working on Jim Dine inspired Hearts.  Next, we will  working on a 

project inspired by Pablo Picasso. 

First Grade: Students are learning how to weave and will be creating  individual checkerboards and checkers.  Students will 

have fun playing with their very own unique game sets.  Once we finish with checkerboards we will create a 3-D sculpture 

from clay inspired by author and illustrator, Jan Brett.  As you know, Pete the Cat is a popular book series with this age group.  

Students will learn about relief printing and create their own Pete printing plate which will be used to create a series of 

prints. 

Second Grade:  Currently, students are studying famous abstract artist, Wassily Kandinsky and will be creating trees based on 

some of his famous paintings.  To go along with students’ zoo field trip we will create relief prints of students’ favorite zoo 

animals.  This will be a two-part print.  Our final project before Spring Break will be based on popular artist, Laurel Burch.  

Students will be creating abstract cats and dogs. 

Third Grade:  Students are beginning a lengthy weaving project and learning about textiles and the impact the industry has 

had on South Carolina History.  Following weaving, students will create Face Pots from clay which will be based upon the 

work of  famous South Carolinian, Dave the Potter, (his work his highly valued and you may see examples for free at our very 

own Greenville County Art Museum)! 

4th Grade:  We are currently in the middle of a unit tying in geometry.   We have studied the work of famous cubist, Pablo 

Picasso and students are created cubist inspired compositions from a still life set up in class.  They will finish these composi-

tions by painting them in tints and shades of a single color.   Following cubism, students will create clay storytellers based on 

the pottery tradition by Pueblo Indians. 

5th Grade:  Students are wrapping up their unit on Barrier Island by creating a relief tile from clay which focuses on an animal 

and its habitat from this area of South Carolina.  Once tiles are completed students will wrap up a Georgia O’Keeffe project 

started earlier in the year. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

     

 

The P.E. Department would like to welcome Coach Suzy Cato to the gym!  Coach Cato is 
taking over for Coach Hall.  Coach Hall was able to get another P.E. teaching job that is 
closer to home (he lives in NC!).  Coach Cato comes to Oakview with 30 years of experi-
ence.  She  has taught in  both Pickens County School District and Greenville County 
School  District. Coach Cato is looking forward to working with Oakview students. 

4th and 5th grade students are participating in the Archery unit.  It has been awesome to 
see these kids improve each session!  We are seeing lots of good control, focus, and de-
termination to hit the bull’s eye!  This spring the 4th and 5th graders can look forward to 
a basketball unit, 4 Square, and Mile Run (Fitnessgram for 5th grade). 

Kindergarten-3rd grade are participating in our Fitness Stations.  Fitness Stations are a 
great way to introduce different types of equipment and allow the kids to work inde-
pendently and with a group.  Our stations range from balance boards, basketball, lacrosse, 
golf, jump ropes, reaction ball, and many more.  The kids are doing a great job working 
with others, being self-motivated, following directions, being safe, and getting some good 
exercise in this unit.  These grades can also look forward to a basketball unit, 2 or 4 
square (2nd and 3rd grade), mile run (3rd grade), and a throwing and catching unit (K5-
1st). 

***Mark your calendars for our next fun run...the Shamrock Shuffle Fun Run and Well-
ness Event will take place on Friday, March 16th at 6 pm.  Gather all the green you 
can find for this fun family event!   

We will also participate in the SC Walk to School Day by walking at school the morning of 
Wednesday, March 7th.  This is a kid only event.  We will meet at the track at 7:15 am, 
and walk till 7:40 am.  It is a great way for the kids to get some morning exercise and be 
with their classmates and teachers!  Information will be sent home for these events in 
February! 

 

COACH’s CORNER 

Coach Miller and Coach Cato 


