
Monarch Elementary
Celebrating Inquiry, Innovation and Creativity

Gold Standard PBL:
Essential Project Design Elements

Key Knowledge, Understanding, and Success Skills
Challenging Problem or Question
Sustained Inquiry
Authenticity
Student Voice and Choice
Reflection
Critique and Revision
Public Product

Buck Institute for Education (BIE) 



Key Knowledge, Understanding, and Success Skills 

Monarch Curriculum Maps 

South Carolina Standards 

Success Skills



Challenging Problem or Question

How can we, as 
biologists, recommend 
the best habitat for 
animals in our zoo?

How can we, as 
meteorologists, help our 
community prepare for 
severe weather events?



Sustained Inquiry



Authenticity



Reflection



Student Voice and Choice



Critique and Revision



Public Product


