
Heritage Elementary School 

Syllabus for Grade Level 2 

School Year 2013-2014 

Teachers:  Mrs. Bowers, Mrs. Crain, Mrs. Stafford, Mrs. Youngblood, and Miss Styles 

Daily Schedules:  See teacher's web site or blog 

Grade Level Standards in Each Subject:  See standards below for each subject area 

Units of Instruction Aligned with Standards:  See month by month calendar presentation below, for each 

subject area. 

Instructional Materials and Resources/ Required Texts 

For all:  Standards, curriculum guides, technology, teacher-made /purchased materials, instructional 

magazines, school and community library, and teacher resource center 

Language Arts/Reading:  Fountas and Pinnell guided reading groups, Daily Five, Houghton Mifflin Hardcourt 

Journeys Textbook, supplementary books for self-selected reading, 4-blocks guides, supplementary books for 

Social Studies and practice books (New adapted for Common Core Standards) 

Mathematics: Go Math! Textbook, online Atlas district resources, small math groups 

Science:  Macmillian/McGraw-Hill book, district provided science kits 

Social Studies:  Houghton-Mifflin Neighborhoods, maps, supplementary books for Social Studies and practice 

books 

Health:  Harcourt Brace Health book 

Major Assessment/Calculation of Grades:  Evaluation of Student Progress: 

Types of and Schedule for Major Assessments: MAP, Iowa Test, CogAt, reading tests, spelling tests, math 

test to be given weekly, projects, IB portfolio 

Social Studies and Science to be given at the end of each unit 

Rubrics, oral and written assessments (formal and informal), projects, teacher observations, teacher/student 

conferences as needed. 

Grading Scale:  A (93-100), B (85-92), C (77-84), D (70-76), U or F (Below 70)             

 

 

Language Arts: 

60% minor grade 

10% spelling tests 

30% major grade 



Reading: 

60% minor grade 

40% major grade 

Mathematics: 

60% minor                                                                                      40% major 

Science: 

60% minor grade 

40% major grade 

Social Studies: 

60% minor grade 

40% major grade 

Student Records:  Permanent records are kept in a locked records room located in the front office area.  

Math and Reading records are kept in the classroom. 

Homework Policy:  Assignment Sheet listing all homework for the week is sent every Monday.  Homework is 

to be returned daily and the assignment sheet is returned daily.  Total homework time should take approx. 

20 minutes nightly.  Homework is recorded in the grade book.  All students will be required to return 

homework. 

Missed Work/Make-Up Policy:  Students who have missed days in school will have an equal number of days to 

return work.   

Attendance and Tardy Policies:  Students are required to be in attendance 180 days with no more than 3 

tardies to qualify for the Perfect Attendance Award.  Children are required to miss no more than 10 

unexcused days to be promoted to the next grade level.  Parents are requested to send written excuses for 

each missed day and tardy.  Tardy children must receive an office permit before entering class. 

 Rules for Student Behavior: 

          1.       Respect others 

2.       Respect school property 

3.       Be prepared for class each day. 

4.       Work quietly. 

5.       Complete all assignments 

Consequences for violating class and School Rules/Policies: 

Individual Plan:  These plans are implemented according to the needs of each child. 

Whole Class Plan:  We use a color coded card system to indicate daily behavior, referred to as 

"Think".  Consequences include loss of recess, time-out, contact with parents and, if necessary, 

behavior referrals to our principal. 



Procedures for Non-Instructional Routines: 

Follow guideline outlined in our SHARE program for the following:  morning duty, lunch, recess, and dismissal. 

Presentation of Rules and Procedures:  Classroom procedures and rules were sent to parents at the beginning 

of the school year and are displayed in the classroom.  Classroom rules are practiced daily. 

Behavior Contract:  Behavior contracts are to be used on individual basis as needed. 

Reward System:  Treats, stickers, verbal praise, parent communications, and social lunch. 

Communication with Parents:  Weekly progress reports/newsletters, phone calls, weekly assignment sheets, 

school newsletters, school web-site, teacher web-site/blog, and school calendar. 

 

Subject: Language Arts Grade 2 School Year: 2013-2014 

We teach the South Carolina Language Arts Common Core Standards. We teach guided reading groups based 

on the principals and assessment system of Fountas and Pinnell. We are also using the Journeys textbook, 

Reading A-Z resources, leveled readers, and the Daily Five to manage our small groups and center rotations. 

Students will receive spiraled instruction in the basic common core reading standards through a variety of 

texts. Students will be using these skills with multiple different texts each week. For writing, teachers will 

use a combination of Atlas district reading plans and teacher-created units. We will focus on narrative, 

informational, and opinion writing, with a heavier focus on opinion writing to align with the new common core 

standards. For more details, the South Carolina Second Grade Language Art Standards can be found at the 

following site:   

http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-standards 

August/September:  

(GR)- Summary/Story Structure, Fantasy and Realism, Monitor/Clarify, Understanding Poetry, Predicting 

Outcomes, Predict/Infer and Story elements 

(W)- Character sketch, complete sentences, parts of the sentence, writing the date, verbs, personal 

memoir, correcting run-on sentences 

Note: All year we work on speaking correctly, written expression, speaking in front of others, and indenting. 

(WW)- Short a, e, o, u, and i, multiple meaning words, vowel patterns, homophones, and synonyms 

(SSR)- Read variety of texts, engage in SSR, select/enjoy books for personal reading purposes, listening & 

responding appropriately, clarify & explain orally, use oral language for different purposes, share stories or 

information orally with an audience. 

October/November: 

http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-standards


(GR) -Compare/Contrast, Questioning, Fact/Opinion, Evaluate, Categorize/Classify, 

Monitor/Clarify, Understanding Fables, Predict/Infer and Story elements 

(W)- Writing telling sentences, writing asking sentences, paragraph, main ideas and details, commands, 

proofreading for capitalization and punctuations, exclamations 

(WW)- Short and long vowels, word patterns, categorizing words (analogies), homophones, synonyms, 

antonyms, compound words, knowledge of consonants & blends, rhyming words, multiple meaning words in 

context , prefixes and suffixes, identifying verbs and ABC order 

(SSR)-Listening & responding to read alouds, read variety of texts, engage in SSR, select/enjoy books for 

personal reading purposes, speaking, reading/literature, responding to literature, make announcements & 

introductions 

December/January:  
IB Unit: How do we express ourselves? (Fairy Tales, Folktales, and Fables) 

An inquiry into fairy tales, poetry, and biographies, different ways people communicate through writing and 

elements of writing. 

(GR)- Listening comprehension, summarizing, making judgments, reading diagrams, 

categorize/classify, problem solving, cause and effect, story structure, making inferences, 

following a recipe, sequence of events, predicting outcomes and story elements. 

(W)- Memoir about a lesson learned, using exact nouns, naming words, common nouns, writing a friendly 

letter, special nouns, taking notes, one and more than one, writing to persuade an audience, spelling in 

plural. 

(WW)- Vowel sounds (long and short), guide and entry words (dictionary), idioms, ABC order, synonyms, 

antonyms, compound words, knowledge of consonants and blends, using context clues, vowel patterns, written 

expression, and verbs. 

(SSR)- Listening to predict outcome, use increasingly complex sentence structures in oral communication, edit 

final spoken products, expand speaking vocabularies read fiction, nonfiction & poetry using variety of 

strategies & demonstrate comprehension  
  

February/March 

(GR)-  Drawing conclusions, monitor/clarify, test organization, questioning, cause/effect, 

summarize, text organization, evaluate understanding biographies, noting details and story elements 

(W)- Thank you letter, research report, news article, biography, using “voice” to write an opinion paragraph, 

staying on topic, expository paragraph, combining sentences, quotations 

(WW)- Using a thesaurus, synonyms, entry word and definitions in a dictionary, using context clues, 

identifying high-frequency words, identifying abbreviations, word families, contractions,  final clusters, and 

vowels before “r.” 



(SSR)- Listening to predict outcomes, use increasingly complex sentence structures in oral communications, 

edit final spoken products, expand speaking vocabularies, read fiction, nonfiction, and poetry using variety of 

strategies and demonstrate comprehension 

April/May: 

(GR) – Generalizations, evaluate, following directions, questioning, making judgments, 

predict/infer, sequence of events, monitor/clarify, story elements 

(W)- Invitations, letter writing, other irregular verbs, story summary, adjectives, comparison/contrast 

paragraph, personal narratives 

(W/W)- Review of the following skills: use language structure when reading/writing, phonics, dictionary skills, 

word patterns, synonyms, antonyms, compound words, verbs, homophones, contractions, and multiple-meaning 

words 

(SSR)- Read variety of texts, engage in SSR, select/ enjoy books for personal reading purpose, speak 

clearly and with expressions and use of oral language. 

Begin teaching third grade standards 

  

Subject: Mathematics Grade 2 School Year: 2013-2014 

We teach the South Carolina Common Core Mathematics Standards. We use the Go Math! book and 

district resources provided on Atlas. There is also a daily review of previously taught objectives and 

future lessons will continue to build upon previously taught standards. We also will be reviewing skills 

using Calendar Math every morning. The Common Core standards can be found at:  

http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/mathematics  

August/ September 

Numbers & Patterns to 100: 

Explain patterns relating to place value up to 4 digits and identify their place value; compare numerals; 

show connection between base-ten concepts & computation strategies; round numbers to nearest 10; 

sequence random numerals; create, extend & label patterns; create & describe rules for patterns; use 

symbolic notation; compare and write whole numbers; 

Number Patterns to 1,000:   

Explain patterns relating to place value up to 4-digits using calculators; identify place value of each digit 

in 4-digit numeral; compare and write whole numerals; show connection between base-ten concepts and 

computation strategies; sequence random numerals; create, extend and label patterns; create and 

describe general rules for patterns; use a calendar; create and solve money stories; use organized date 

to create charts, graphs and tables; explain data set trends 

http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/mathematics


October 

Addition & Subtraction Facts to 20: 

Demonstrate inverse relationship between addition and subtraction; show connection between base-ten 

concepts and computation strategies; addition and subtraction 2-digit numbers with and without 

regrouping; justify answers; round numbers to nearest ten; create, extend and label patterns; use 

symbolic notation; use models to develop understanding of concepts of addition, subtraction, 

multiplication, and division with whole numbers. 

Addition & Subtraction of Whole Numbers: 

show inverse relationship; show connection between base-ten concepts and computation strategies; write 

number sentences; find missing addends and subtrahends; justify answers using different technology; 

select most efficient methods to solve addition and subtraction problems; sequence random numerals; 

use symbolic notation; use models for different computation concepts; use a calendar to identify specific 

dates; addition and subtraction timed-tests continues throughout the year 

 

November/ December 

Adding & Subtracting Two-Digit Numbers: 

Compare and write whole numerals using symbols and words; as pairs of 2-digit numbers with and without 

regrouping, find missing addends and subtrahends; justify answers; select best method to addition and 

subtraction; round numbers to nearest ten; create, extend and label patterns; use models to develop 

concepts of addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division; use calendar, create and solve money 

stories 

 

Adding & Subtracting 3-Digit Numbers: 

Write fractions for half, third, fourth; demonstrate inverse relationship of addition and subtraction; 

find missing addends and subtrahends; justify most reasonable answers using different technology; use 

symbolic notation; use models to develop an understanding of concept of addition, subtraction, 

multiplication, and division with whole numbers; use a calendar 

 

January 

Money, Time & Calendar 

convert money and make money exchanges; create and solve money stories; determine value of a 

collection of coins; make change up to $1.00 by counting up; tell and write time to quarter hour; use a 

calendar 

 

February 



 Measurement 

Select reasonable estimates; compare and contrast attribute changes and quantitative changes; compare 

distances; analyze and predict number of pieces used to form geometric shapes; use different materials 

to measure; discriminate between different measurement terms; use nonstandard and standard 

measurement units; use actual measuring devices; compare metric and US units; measure length; 

determine appropriate instrument for measurement. 

 

March 

Fractions and Geometry 

Write fractions for half, third, fourth and order them using models;  compare fractions using models; 

describe, model and draw 2-dimensional shapes; compare and describe 3 dimensional shapes: compare and 

contrast plane and solid shapes: predict results of combining & partitioning 2- and 3- dimensional shapes; 

predict results of slides, flips and turns; create symmetrical figures; describe congruent and similar 

shapes; apply geometric shapes to real world; describe events as more likely or less likely to occur 

April 

Data & Graphing 

Compare & sequence numerals; use 2-step solutions to solve addition and subtraction problems using data 

from charts and graphs; collect data using surveys; sort & organize data to create charts, graphs and 

tables; explain data set trends; create, extend and label patterns; use organized data to create charts, 

graphs, & tables; explain data set trends, 

 

 May: 

Review all 2nd grade skills.  Begin third grade skills. 

 
Subject: Science Grade 2 School Year: 2013-2014 

We teach the South Carolina Science and Health Standards.  For more details, visit the 

following site:  
http://ed.sc.gov/agency/offices/cso/standards/science/documents/ScienceStandardsNov182005_001.doc 

August/September  
Properties and Changes in Matter 

Standards: Property of objects and materials, objects have many observable properties, materials exist in 

different states, identify materials as solid, liquid and gas. 

  



Standards: Identify materials solid, liquid and gas, demonstrate and describe how water and other materials 

change from one state to another; properties of matter can be measured using tools, such as rulers, 

balances and thermometers. 

October  
Health: Alcohol, Tobacco and other Drugs 

Standards: Students will be able to demonstrate the ability to: Access valid health information and health 

promoting products and service, practice health-enhancing behaviors and reduce health risks. 

Standard: Students will demonstrate the ability to: Practice health-enhancing behaviors and reduce health 

risks, use goal-setting and decision-making skills that enhance health, advocate for personal, family and 

community health. 

November 
Health: Injury and Prevention 

Standard: Students will demonstrate the ability to: Practice health-enhancing behaviors and reduce health 

risks, use goal-setting and decision-making skills that enhance health, advocate for personal, family and 

community health. 

December - January  
Science: Magnets 

Standards: Magnets attract and repel each other and certain kinds of other materials. Investigate and 

classify the results of magnetic forces on common objects, demonstrate and describe how the poles of 

magnets attract and repel each other, give examples of useful applications of magnets. 

 Health-January  
Growth and Development 

Standards: Practice health-enhancing behaviors and reduce health risks, use goal setting and decision making 

skills that enhance health, comprehend concepts related to health promotion and disease prevention. 

. February-March 

Animals IB Unit: Cycles 

and  Butterflies Science Kit 

Inquiry into the classification of animals, life cycles, and animal needs 

Standards: Characteristics of Organisms; Organisms have basic needs. Organisms can survive only in 

environment in which their need can be met. Life cycles of organisms. Animals have life cycles. Animals 

closely resemble their parents. 

April-May 

Weather: IB Unit Cycles 

Inquiry into types of weather and how they affect us, seasonal changes and cycles and the measurement of 

weather. 

 



Standards: Changes in the Earth and Sky; Weather changes from day to day and over the seasons, weather 

can be described by measurable quantities, such as temperature, wind direction, and precipitation. 

 

Subject: Social Studies         Grade 2         2013-2014 

We teach the South Carolina Social Studies Standards. For more details, visit the 

following site:  
http://ed.sc.gov/agency/offices/cso/standards/ss/documents/9INEZSocialStudiesStandards.doc 

August-September 
Rules and Procedures 

Inquiry into goal setting, cause and effect of choices and interactions 

Standards: Identify characteristics that attribute to ones personal identity. 

October 
Geography- Map Skills and Landforms 

Standards: Identify purposes of maps, globes, and graphs. 

Standards:  Explain distance, location, direction, scale, movement, and region connections among places. 

Standards:  Construct a map using cardinal directions, scale, and map symbols 

Standards:  Locate the United States, the seven continents and four oceans on a map and globe. 

November- 

IB unit: Regions of the U.S.A., North American Neighbors (Cultural Regions) 

Standards: The learner will demonstrate an understanding of: the world in spatial terms, places and regions.  

Standards:  The learner will be able to describe how physical and human processes work together to shape 

places. 

Standards:  The learner will be able to explain the concept of region as an area with unifying characteristics 

and compare and contrast regions 

December 
IB Unit History and Traditions 

Standards: The learner will demonstrate an understanding of the way individuals, families, and communities 

live and work together now and in the past.  

Standards:  The student should be able to: identify characteristics that contribute to one’s personal 

identity; compare and contrast family life in various places now, in the recent past, and long ago; discuss the 

historic traditions of diverse groups and peoples; and explain the ways these traditions are passed down from 

generation to generation. 



Standards:  The learner will demonstrate an understanding of the history of peoples of many cultures around 

the world; describe folklore and other cultural contributions from various regions of the United States and 

the world and how they help form a nation’s heritage 

Standards:  Inquiry into personal history and identity, family life in different time and places, historical 

traditions of different groups, passed down through generations. 

January- February 

Rules and Laws, Government 

IB Unit: Rules and Laws 

Standards:  How people work together to promote the ideals of democracy. 

Standards: The learner will demonstrate an understanding of: government, of the foundations of American 

democracy.  

Standards: The learner will demonstrate an understanding of: the world in spatial terms, of places and 

regions; of the role of the citizen; of the relationship of the U.S. to other nations. 

Inquiry into rules and laws, democracy, rights and responsibility of citizenship 

March- April- May 

 
IB UNIT - Economics- Goods, Services, Supply, Demand, Producer and Consumers 

Standards: The learner will be able to compare and contrast the systems of money exchange and bartering. 

Standards:  The learner will be able to identify economic choices, and how those choices determine what will 

be produced. 

Standards:  The learner will be able to list examples of resources needed to make a specific product. 

Standards:  The learner will be able to give examples of markets for various goods and services. 

Standards:  The learner will be able to discuss how money flows between businesses and households. 

Standards:  The learner will be able to define importing and exporting and giving examples of each. 

 

 

 
 

  


