
 

 

My Road to Teaching Music – by Susan Matthews 

 
As a child, I sang my answers to questions from my parents, played the piano, and 
danced every chance I got!  With a chalkboard on the back of my bedroom door with 
which I played school, I seemed destined to become a music teacher, but only after I 
went down a few other paths!  My junior year at Furman University I visited the career 
office and said I wanted to be a Psychology major instead of a Music major, to which 
they replied, “do you want to stay another 3 years?” to which I replied, “NO!”  They told 
me about Music Therapy, so after graduation I headed to UGA for a Master of Music 
Therapy/Music Education. 
 
Atlanta became my home for the next 5 years where I worked as a Music therapist in a 
psychiatric treatment center, and sang and toured with the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra 
Chorus.  I got married and moved to Nashville TN for the next 17 years.  While my 
husband worked as a staff songwriter for BMG Music and Universal Music, I did music 
therapy, performed, was director of music in a church, helped run our small music 
publishing business, was a mom, and got re-certified to teach music.  After teaching 
part-time in Nashville, I returned to my home state a few years ago and became a full-
time music teacher! 
 
Frederich Buechner defines vocation as the place where your great gladness meets the 
world’s great hunger. I feel like teaching is a calling that I wasn’t ready for in my early 
twenties, but now feel like it fits like a glove.  I love to see the light come on in children’s 
eyes when they ‘get’ how music is created, how music integrates with math and 
language arts and science, and when they simply have FUN with music!  I tell my 
students that I want them to leave my classroom EVERY time knowing one thing they 
didn’t know when they walked in the door.  And, I love to see a chorus performance 
come together at the last minute, just when we think there’s no possible way, and the 
chorus feeling so proud of themselves for their hard work!  I love that I, too, seem to 
learn something new every day about how to be an effective teacher. 
 
I am unbelievably honored to be selected as TOY this coming year - mainly because 
every teacher at Sara Collins could be!  The support here of the regular classroom 
teachers and the administration for the related arts teachers is astounding to me!  I 
believe they view us as a viable, integral part of the whole education for a child, and 
along with being with the kids, that makes me want to get up each day to do what I do!!! 


