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@ From Mr. Griffin

The year is moving rapidly along. Please encourage your son or
daughter to continue to do their best, especially those students who are
struggling. Please be aware that summer school this year will only be at
Hillcrest High and Greenville High. This will cause a major inconvenience
for many so make a special effort to help your child succeed.

This month is a very busy month as we will be MAP Testing, PASS
Writing Testing (8th Grade only), registering for next year -- just to name
a few. Please make sure your child gets a good breakfast each morning
so they can do their best.

If at any time you have questions or concerns, feel free to contact
me at either rgriffin@greenville.k12.sc.us or 355-7000.

NMSV/oluneer Luncheon
April 14" 11:00-1:30

4T

This year's Volunteer Luncheon will be a drop in on April 14th
from 11:00-1:30. If you have helped in a teacher's classroom,
the media center, front office, chaperoned a field trip or
volunteered your time at Northwood in any other way, we'd
love for you to come! Please email or call Greta Cleveland if
you plan on attending. gcleveland@greenville.k12.sc.us phone:
355-7006




NORTHWOOD ADMINISTRATION NEWS

In‘,e“tion con‘,e“tion Winners nrama The 8th grade drama class will

be presenting their spring production on April 14th
here at Northwood. They will perform the short
comedy "How to Succeed in High School Without
Really Trying" by Jonathan Rand. The performance
will feature all of the 8th grade drama

students. The students will also be presenting

Northwood Invention Convention 2011

Team 6-1 Teacher: Becky Whilden

1% place Tyler Jackson  Bird Seed/Hull Separator some improvisation comedy as well. Performance
2" place Will Cockman  Milk Carton Consolidator begins at 7:30 and admission will be $3. Come out
3" place Chase Selinger The Jacket Solution for an evening of laughs and entertainment.

Honorable Mention Casey Rowland Pants Extenders

History Cluh ﬁﬁ

. Team 6-2 Teacher: Ed Sharp =SS
1™ place Unshu Biyani Milk Spout ' '
2" place Maggie Rogers Crutch Accessories h Wrap up History Club and make final

y ' : March 22 1ons for the DC tri
3"“place Shannon LaForce The Bib-Blankie preparations tor the DC trip
Honorable Mention Alex Esteban El Pompedor Parent meeting @ 6:30 in the school

March 24 .
cafeteria.
April 6-9  Trip to Washington DC

g 00 National Junior
>’ WHAT GREAT IDEAS !!! Honor Society

The National Junior Honor Society is a service
organization dedicated to making a positive

impact at Northwood Middle School and in our

vearbnnk community. Membership in NJHS is based on five
characteristics established by the national
&=y organization: scholarship, leadership, service,
al citizenship and character. Applications for 7th
Need To Order Your YEARBOOK? grade students interested in being a member
Time iS r“nning 0““ during the 2011-2012 school year are available in

the Media Center and on the NJHS website. All
. . . th
Yearbooks can still be pre-ordered until April 16™, but for $45. applications are due by April 7th. The induction

There will be a limited number of yearbooks availaple the last ceremony for new members will be Thursday,
week of school, but last year we ran out of them quite early. If May 5 @ 6:45

you want one, pre-orderl You <can order online
(jostensyearbooks.com), or by phone (1-866-282-1516).
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The School Improvement Council (SIC) meets the last Wednesday of each month at 12 PM at the school. The SIC serves as the
main advisory board for the principal. Any parent can serve. If you are interested, please eMail Mr. Griffin at
rgriffin@greenville.k12.sc.us to express your interest. Lunch is served at each meeting.

=y




NORTHWOOD ADMINISTRATION NEWS

The Chorus department will present their
annual Spring Concert on May 16th. All
grade levels will perform. This year's theme
is "Wild Kingdom", so many of the songs will
follow the theme. Included in the selections
will be standard choral literature as well as
some popular selections from the 80's and
today. Admission is free so come enjoy an
evening of music with the talented singers
of the 6™, 7", and 8" grades.

Strings

Congratulations to the following 6th grade students who
made All County Orchestra!

South Carolina Junior
Book Award

Congratulations to The Hunger Gamésy Suzanne
Collins. On February 14th, Northwood students
voted this book their favorite South Carolina
Junior Book Award Nominee.

Students reading 5 or more of the SCIBA nominees
by April 15th are invited to a Celebration Lunch on
Friday, April 29th. Invitations will go out in April!

April 15 Last day for Pizza Party book
interviews with Mrs. Cleveland

April 29 Pizza Party Celebrations for
students reading 5 or more nominees

UNSHU BIYANI

JO PENNINGER
KATARIN LOPEZ

BETH CASTELLO

BJORE SAMARD

ESTEBAN GARCIA ANNA STEWART
LOGAN GILLESPIE TAYLOR ANN WILSON
ANDY LE HALLIE BOWERS
ASHLEY RICH BEN CIGNARALE

7th and 8th grade Strings will going to Carowinds on May 21!

More details shortly!!

Congratulations to 8th graders, Elizabeth Garcia and
Julia Babayan who were selected for the strings program at
the Fine Arts Center for next year.

19 string students have signed up for the Solo and
Ensemble Contest, held at Bryson Middle on Saturday, May 7.

Band

NMS Band Spring Concert will be held May 18th at 6:45 in the

Cafeteria.

The band will be having a cookie dough Fundraiser soon to
raise funds for their upcoming Carowinds trip & competition.
Please buy generously to support your band.

Greenville Drivq
Reading AlStar [
Program L _E

This year 344 Northwood students read at
least 500 pages during the month of
February. What an achievement! As a
reward, each student will receive a ticket
voucher for the April 11 Greenville Drive
game. Please Note: The voucher is NOT an
actual ticket to a Drive game. It must be
exchanged for an actual ticket.

Students attending are asked to meet Mrs.
Cleveland at 6:00pm at the stadium to pick
up their t-shirts and to get organized for
the pre-game parade. Students staying for
the 7:00 game MUST have a parent or
adult with them.




PTANEWS PTA NEWS PTA NEWS PTA NEWS

Northwood students who are members of the
Knights of Success Mentoring Program will
represent Northwood at the YMCA Model United
Nations Conference that will be held April 7-8 at
the Blue Ridge Conference Center in Black Mountain,
North Carolina. Student participants will represent a
selected country, role play as diplomats, research
an international issue, and represent their country at
the conference. The purpose of the conference is to
teach students how to develop solutions to world
problems. Our students are being sponsored by The
YMCA and The Furman University Youth Institute
(FY1). Mr. Zamaree Bekele from the YMCA and former
Northwood student, is serving as an advisor for our
students.

The sixth grade students attending the conference and
representing the countries of Tanzania and Belgium
are Donald Burris, Colenda Dodd, Travioun Garrett,
Paola Alvarez, David Miller, Kenly Utsey, and Damiya
Flemming. Representing the countries of Barbados
and Finland are our seventh grade students Karen
Gilliam, Dakota McCarney, Aiyesha Starachan, Jakyi
Scott, Raekwon Williams, Rodney Manijarres, Eric
Wilson, Malik Toppin and Samuel Toppin. The eighth
grade students are Endia Acker, Dominique

Brock, Chardonay Johnson, Adriano Brito, Luis Rosario-
Ramirez, Tytiuni Martin, Daasha Johnson, and Luis
Negrete. They will be representing the countries

of Trindad and Tobago and Georgia (Eastern Europe).

The Northwood PTA has also been supportive of the
students in the Knights of Success Mentoring Program
by sponsoring cultural and artistic enrichment
programs at the Peace Center of the Performing Arts.

A Message from
the PTA President

It has been a busy March with Making Middle
Grades Work, Spring Sports, and testing! Spring is
here!

The PTA Board is working with a landscaper to
have some work done to the area on either side of
the driveway as you leave the school. We hope to

get this work done soon and have the front area
looking nice.

Susan Smith has been working with Mrs.
Cleveland and Mrs. Abernethy to begin a weekly
email blast. This will be a great way to
communicate with parents! If you do not receive
the blast on Monday, March 21%, please go to the
website and add your email address to the list.
Thank you for all of the work that these ladies
have done to get this going!

The staff is having a Volunteer Appreciation
Luncheon for all volunteers on April 14, 2011, in
the Media Center. Please attend if you can. This
is a wonderful way for the faculty and staff to
thank volunteers for their time and energy!

| appreciate all that you do, too! It's wonderful to
be a part of a school where there are parents who

are involved. Thank you for all that you do!

Hannah Brown

PEER TUTORING AVAILABLE!

Tutors will be available each morning from 7:45 until 8:15 for students who need extra help. Student tutors are
available to assist their peers with homework, studying for test, or other assignments. This service is in addition to
the help provided by academic teachers on designated mornings. If you are interested in this extra help, please
email Trista Abernethy at tabernet@greenville.k12.sc.us to get signed up.
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The IGP is a meeting for all eighth grade students and
their parents and is required by the South Carolina
Education and Economic Development Act

(EEDA). The purpose of the IGP is to allow students
the opportunity to select elective courses in high
school that will help them to better prepare for their
chosen career beyond graduation — on the job or in
college. In an effort to help students choose a career
based on their interest, the Explore Test was
administered to all Northwood eighth grade students

in October, 2010. This assessment matched your child’s

personal interest with a career cluster or job category
as well as provided information on college readiness.
If you missed your meeting and need to reschedule,
please call Ms. Blassengale at 355-7004 or Mrs.
McPoland at 355-7020.

© 4  Volunteerto
QM) Help

41147‘“/\

!{ Northwood !

Do you have experience or gifts to share that could
benefit our school? Maybe you’re highly organized or
good with numbers. Maybe interacting with the
students or working with concessions is more for you.
Volunteer for any of the numerous PTA and school wide
functions that benefit our students. Any help is needed
and welcomed.

Career Fair

Parents are needed to represent their career in

our annual Career Fair that will take place on Friday,
April 15. We (and your child) would love to have you
attend. There will be a morning and afternoon session
for your convenience. Please call Ms. Blassengale at
355-7004; Mrs. McPoland at 355-7020; or Mrs. Rogers
at 355-7005.

Box Tops for
Education

Box Tops for Education are an excellent way to help

raise money for Northwood Middle.

%4 Look for the 10¢ Box Tops coupon on hundreds of
your favorite products. Clip the Box Top from the
package.

%4 Place the Box Tops in a baggie or envelope and write
your child’s name and homeroom teacher/grade on
the outside of the bag.

%4 Place the Box Tops in the “Box Tops Box” in the front
office.

For every 10 Box Tops turned in, your student will be
entered into a monthly drawing for an iTunes card.

Testing

The PASS Writing Test will be administered
to our 8th grade students on Tuesday,
March 22 - 23. Parents are reminded to
have students get plenty of rest on the
night before the test, eat a

nourishing breakfast, and make

every effort to have your child in school on
time. Also, please make sure that your
child brings at least two #2 pencils to
school.

Every 1st &

0"‘ 3rd Friday
’ Morning

® 7:30 - 8:10
. »

- - Chicken
Biscuits

$2.25 Each

School Store A

The School Store operates every
Friday during lunch. Students can ‘g
purchase candy items.




SPORTS NEWS SPORTS NEWS

% sSugar Creek Swim Team Sign-ups %

April 10th from 2-9pm at the Sugar Creek | Clubhouse

>>>>>>> Spring Sports Information <<<<<<<

As the weather warms up and the sun returns we
hope you will join us in supporting all of our teams
and root them on to a great season. Go Knights!!!




NORTHWOOD BUSINESS PARTNERS

Thanks to the following businesses which
support The Knight Card! We really
appreciate your partnership!

™ Aeropostle ™Moe’s -Pelham, Haywood or Woodruff

™First Team Sports ™pPapa John’s Pizza

™pBertolo’s Pizza —Pelham Rd ™Subway

™Quizno’s Subs- Batesville Rd ™ ittle Pigs BBQ at Hudson Corners

™Sports Clips —Pelham or Woodruff ™UPS- Pelham, W. Wade Hampton, Old
Spartanburg

™McDonald’s —=Old Spartanburg & Howell ™
Thanks to the following businesses which support
students and programs at Northwood!

™ Atlanta Bread on Woodruff ™Office Depot

™Bi-Lo ™OQlive Garden

™Bloom ™ Qutback Steak House
™Brunswick Bowl ™Panera Bread

™(Carrabba’s ™pPapa John’s Pizza

™ Chick-fil-A on Wade Hampton ™ Publix

™ingle’s T™MRafferty’s

™]Joe’s Crab Shack ™Sabroso’s on Woodruff Road
™McAlister’s Deli on Congaree ™gSalsarita’s on Hwy 14

™McGee Brothers Masonry Contractors ™Soby’s
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

21

21
22
22
23
23
24

25

01

05
06
06-09
07
07
08
11
12

March
MAP Testing - 8" Grade 25
Spring Sports vs. Northwest Middle 28
PASS Writing Test — 8" Grade 28
MAP Testing — 7" Grade 29
PASS Writing Test — 8" Grade 30
MAP Testing — 7" Grade 30
Spring Sports vs. Northwest Middle 31
31
MAP Testing — 8" Grade 31
April
Casual Day for Students/Fundraiser for Band 12
Competition
Spring Sports vs. Riverside 13
Special Olympics 14
History Club trip to Washington DC 14
NJHS Meeting 14
Spring Sports vs. Greer
Principals’ Honor Roll Breakfast 15
Spring Sports vs. Blue Ridge 15

8" Grade Field Trip to Harley Bonds Career 18-22

End of 3™ Quarter

MAP Testing — 7" Grade
Spring Sports vs. Greer
MAP Testing — 6™ Grade
MAP Testing — 6™ Grade
SIC Meeting 12:00 PM
Report Cards issued

MAP Testing — 6™ Grade
Spring Sports vs. Blue Ridge

PTA Birthday Ice Cream Day

PTA Board Meeting —9:00 a.m.
Spring Sports vs. Riverside
Drama Production

Volunteer Luncheon

Career fair
March for Babies Casual Day Fundraiser
Spring Break




