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Principal’s Postings

Greetings!

We have recently finished the first quarter of school and have much to celebrate.
It is such a joy to walk into this beautiful new building each day! 1 feel especially
thankful on those rainy days knowing that all of our classes are safely inside
rather than traipsing in and out of the rain from their portables.

Another point of celebration is the staff of our school. They are all wonderful!
What a joy it is to be associated with such dedicated people. Who else could have
guided our parent schools (Baker’s Chapel and Greenview) into meeting all the
standards of the No Child Left Behind’s state-set standards of Adequate Yearly
Progress (AYP)? We celebrate for our children and our staff in the hard work that
went in to making that happen.

Thomas E. Kerns Elementary PTA was officially voted into existence on Monday,
October 2, 2006! We have a marvelous group of moms and dads who are dili-
gently working behind the scenes to provide activities and fun for our school.
Please JOIN the PTA! Your $4.00 commitment provides our school with a basis
of support, not only locally, but also nationally. The leaders you have elected are
doing a tremendous job of planning, preparing and forming activities that will en-
hance our school. They deserve your support! We hope to have 100% member-
ship in our inaugural year. Please send your $4.00 today! We must have one
adult membership for each of our 612 students! Thanks for helping us meet that
goal.

In addition to your PTA officers, Thomas E. Kerns Elementary also has a School
Improvement Council that meets once a month. These council members are
dedicated to the improvement of our school, but do not initiate any fundraisers.
Any adults are welcome to attend the meetings. The next council meeting is Tues-
day, November 14, 2006 at 5:30 p.m. in the school Media Center.

If you have not had the opportunity to visit our school, please come! We will
host the official dedication of the building in on December 14, 2006 at 6:00

p.m.. Dr. Kerns, himself, will be here as we dedicate this beautiful facility to
honor his legacy to the education of Greenville County students.

Thank you again for all your support! It is a joy to serve you and your children.

Mrs. Mulkey
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Newsletter Named Wildcat Scratching Post

The Communication Committee sponsored a contest to name the new Thomas E.
Kerns’ quarterly newsletter. Each class was asked to enter a name. Mrs. Walls’ and Mrs.
Holloway’s Kindergarten class (with the able assistance of our music teacher, Miss Cindy
James) came up with the winning name. They will receive a popcorn party.

K4 News

The 4K class has already been on 2 field trips. We traveled to Roper Mountain Science Center in
September. The center was reserved for 4K students and their families. This is a fantastic facility for
Greenville County school children. There are programs and activities there for all grades. On this
site there is a huge telescope, a pond and a rainforest. The instructors teach about good health and
teeth as well as ocean animals and life in colonial times. For more information about family events at
Roper Mountain, call 355-8900.

This month our class visited a farm. We went for a hayride through an apple orchard. We saw
goats, chickens, rabbits and a pig. There was a big turkey that showed off his feathers. We enjoyed a
beautiful fall day together. The farmer gave us some apples and a pumpkin.

The four year olds will have many field trips this year. Parents are always welcome to
go with us.

K§ News

The Kindergarten students recently went on an exciting and educational field
trip to Callahan's Orchard. We learned all about how pumpkins grow, fed farm ani-
mals, milked a “cow”, and enjoyed eating homemade ice cream! In addition to
studying about pumpkins and apples, we have been working hard on making pat-
terns and learning how to make and read graphs. Now we are talking about friends
and family. As the holiday season quickly approaches, we will be talking about the Pilgrims and Indi-
ans and the first Thanksgiving and of course, Christmas! All of the Kindergarten teachers are so
proud and pleased with the progress our students are making! Keep up the great work!

First Grade News

First graders have been hard at work! We have been working on sounding out
xﬁ%‘ffk many new words in our stories and studying word families. The students have enjoyed
: reading about “Mrs. Wishy-Washy” and her many adventures with the farm animals.
Much fun was had by all when the students dressed up and acted out the story.
=@ == The first graders have also been exploring the change of the season with many great

hands-on activities. Everyone had a great time at Stepp’s Apple Orchard on Wednes-
day, October 25%. The students have been observing and studying the changes in trees and plants
and the weather that occurs when the seasons change.
The first grade teachers would like to take this opportunity to thank all parents for reading
with their children each night. It really makes such a big difference! Please continue to read and
practice word wall words.
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