Hillcrest Middle School

510 Garrison Rd

Simpsonville, SC   29681

864/355-6100

Fax – 864/355-6120
PARENT/STUDENT HANDBOOK

Course Selections & General Information

“Hillcrest Middle Cares About Students.”
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ORIENTATION

We would like to welcome you to Hillcrest Middle School.  During the spring semester, registration material will be sent home from you child’s elementary school.  This will be an opportunity for you to review course selections for sixth grade.  Campus tours will also be offered to rising sixth grade students and a Curriculum Night will take place on Tuesday, Jan 31, 2012, at 6:30pm for both parents and students.  We will also have an Open House in August for rising sixth graders and their parents.  We hope that this will make the transition from elementary to middle school a smooth process.

DATES TO REMEMBER!!!

Tuesday, Jan. 31, 2012

Curriculum Night at HMS in the cafeteria 

at 6:30pm for all rising 6th grade students and their parents.  PTA representatives will be available to speak to parents.
Tuesday, Aug. 21, 2012

Open House for all new students and rising 6th 

Grade students and their parents from 1:00 to 

2:30pm.

Wednesday, Aug. 22, 2012
First full day of school for all students
Monday, September 6, 2012
Labor Day Holiday


[image: image6.wmf]
HMS WEB SITE:   

http://www.greenville.k12.sc.us/hillcrm
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FACTS OF INTEREST

Hillcrest Middle School is very proud of its well maintained campus for our 
6th – 8th grade students.  We have approximately 1000 students enrolled at our school.  We offer a challenging academic program that includes Language Arts, Literature, Math, Social Studies, Science and Related Arts.

We offer several clubs and organizations for your students at various grade levels.  Membership in these organizations and clubs are dictated by both student interest and qualifying criteria.  Clubs that may be offered include Spirit Club, Scrapbook Club, Student Council, Sandlappers Club, Reading Club, Career Club. French Club, Photography Club, Writer’s Club and Step Team.  We have Junior Beta Club for students who were members in elementary school or who earn that position in middle school.  Individual and team intramural sports are available after school throughout the year depending on student interest.  Our 7th and 8th grade students may participate in interscholastic sports in the areas of basketball, volleyball, soccer, and baseball.  Our teams have competed admirably with other middle schools in our district.  All students are encouraged to participate in several grade level dances held after school throughout the year.

Our school has an awards ceremony every spring.  Awards are given to outstanding students in approximately 100 categories.  We also have a “Reflections” contest every year sponsored by our PTA.  This program is an arts recognition and achievement program.  Students are recognized in the areas of literature, photography, music, and visual arts.

Our PTA sponsors the sale of spirit wear to support our team sports activities.  These items are sold twice each year.  Show the community your pride in our school and in our sports program!!!

GUIDANCE SERVICES

Our guidance department at Hillcrest Middle School is located near the main office of the school.  We are here to help you with your schedule, your schoolwork, your friendships, and any problems you might wish to share.  We are here as your friend at school!!!  Mrs. McGuffin is the 6th grade counselor, 

Mrs. Oates is the 7th grade counselor, and Ms. Hunnicutt is the 8th grade counselor.  Our guidance clerk is Mrs. Harrington, and she schedules all of our parent-teacher conferences.  We all welcome you to our school and look forward to meeting you!!!!
BASIC REQUIRED PROGRAM

Our academic program is designed to give students the best educational opportunity and challenge.  We offer each student a basic course of study with an emphasis on individual progress.  The basic subjects for grades 6-8 are as follows:
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Literature



Mathematics


Science

Social Studies

Related Arts

CHALLENGE – students must qualify for this gifted and talented language arts course by meeting guidelines set by the state.  Classes are fast paced with more in-depth, challenging instruction.

ADVANCED – classes are offered in math, language arts, and literature.  Students must qualify for these courses by meeting criteria determined by the school district.  The requirements are based upon:  5th grade teacher recommendation, test scores, an “A” average in that subject area, and parent permission.  Your child’s 5th grade teacher will be making course recommendations based on school district criteria.
SELF-CONTAINED CLASS – students in learning disabled classes receive basic instruction with special attention given to their deficit areas.  They are mainstreamed for related arts classes.  Qualified students may take one or more regular academic class.

RESOURCE CLASSES – students who are identified as learning disabled and who cope with regular classroom instruction with supportive help may spend one to three hours with a special education teacher.  Resource classes are available in Language arts, Literature, and Math.
REPORT CARDS

Report cards are sent to parents at the end of each nine-week period.  The information on the cards is intended to give students and parents a means of evaluating the quality of work done by the student.  Conferences are encouraged between parents and teachers at our school.  To schedule a conference, you may call our guidance clerk, Donna Harrington, at 355-6114.

PROGRESS REPORTS

Progress reports will be sent home in the middle of each report period for all students.

HOMEWORK

Hillcrest Middle School will provide each student with an agenda at the beginning of the year.  This is very useful for keeping track of homework assignments.  It is usually difficult at first for most 6th graders to manage their time, so the agenda can be helpful for recording all assignments.  The agenda is also a way for teachers/parents to communicate with one another.  Please check your child’s agenda on a regular basis and plan a time with your son/daughter to do his/her homework.

PROMOTION & RETENTION POLICY

All middle school students must pass all required academic subjects either during the regular term or summer school in order to be promoted to the next grade.  The required academic subjects are: language arts, literature, math, social studies, and science.
DRESS CODE

Hillcrest Middle School will follow the district policy of Greenville County Schools.

LUNCH MONEY

Students are encouraged to bring either checks or cash to be put in their lunch account.  Any amount can be deposited. Students who use their accounts on a daily basis make the lunch line go much faster.

EARLY DISMISSALS

Students who need to leave school early are to bring a signed parental note to the main office prior to the start of 1st period.   The note must contain the following information:  date, student’s name, time of dismissal, reason for dismissal, name of person coming for the student, telephone number where the parent can be reached, and signature of the parent.  Either a parent or authorized adult must report to the main office and sign the student out.  If someone other than a parent is to pick up the student, their name must be in our computer as a contact person or it must be in the note.  We will ask for ID when the person arrives.  If the person picking up the student is not in the computer or in the note, the student will not be released from school.

ATTENDANCE

Hillcrest Middle School encourages regular attendance.  After an absence, a note from a parent or a doctor is required and should be taken to our main office upon returning to school.   Generally a student’s assignments will be obtained from the teachers after 3 days of consecutive absences.  Please contact the main office at 355-6100 to report an absence or to obtain missed assignments
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LOCKS AND LOCKERS

Students are issued locks and lockers by their homeroom teachers and by their P. E. teachers.  Please do not bring a lock from home.  When a student accepts a lock, he or she will assume responsibility for the lock and will have to pay for missing locks.  All 6th graders will be given an opportunity at the beginning of the year to practice with the locks and combinations.
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HEALTH ROOM

· We provide a health room staffed by a full time nurse, Mrs. Hines for students who are ill or injured. 
·  On the first day of the school year, your child will be given an Emergency Information Card to be completed by a parent.  This is the only way we have to reach you in case of an emergency at school.  Please make sure this information is up-to-date.  
· Immunization records are transferred within the Greenville County School System.  Parents enrolling new students from outside the Greenville County School system must provide immunization records when registering.

· Medications (including inhalers) for a student may ONLY be given if the parent/guardian provides the medication along with written permission to the school nurse.  Medications must be provided in the original bottle or box.
· Effective January 1, 2008, medications include ALL over the counter treatments such as antibiotic and anti-fungal treatments, lotions for rashes, treatments for sore gums, etc.  Any of these medications or treatments must be signed in to the health room and provided to the  nurse.  
· No aspirin containing products may be registered with the nurse per school policy.
· Students are not permitted to carry any medication on themselves unless appropriate forms have been completed and permission is granted by the nurse and HMS principal.
· A nurse is available for conference regarding any special health concerns.  Please call guidance or 355-6107 to make an appointment.
STARTING MIDDLE SCHOOL!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Congratulations!!!  You are entering middle school and this gives you a chance to meet new people, develop new interests, learn new skills, have a little more freedom, and choose some activities that interest you.  This IS a BIG STEP and it is ok to feel excited sometimes and nervous sometimes about making this change.
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GETTING ORGANIZED IS YOUR KEY TO SUCCESS

Some tips to help you start the year:

· You will be given an agenda at the beginning of the school year.  Take this to every class and keep it in your book bag.  Use it to write down homework assignments and when you have projects due.

· During the 1st day or so, your homeroom teacher will assign you a lock and a locker.  You will have time to practice opening the lock – please do not bring one from home!  Try to keep your locker neat and organized so that you can find your books when needed.
· Set a certain time each day for homework and find a quiet place to work.  Do not take telephone calls during this time.  If you are ever absent from school, remember to ask each teacher what assignment you need to make up.
· Break big projects into smaller ones!!  If you have a project to do, work on it over several days or weeks – don’t wait until the night before!!!

· Get your homework, book bag, and any other supplies ready the night before.  It will make it easier in the morning to be ready and will save time.
IT TAKES PRACTICE TO GET ORGANIZED BUT IT IS WORTH IT.

Good Luck!!!!!!!!!!!






