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� he SCASL Annual Conference will be held 
in Greenville at the TD Conference Center 
from March 14-16 and the Local Arrange-
ments Com-
mittee met for 
the second 
time on Janu-
ary 26 to plan 
for the confer-
ence.   Each 
committee 
member re-
ported on the 
progress of 
their specific 
area.  The 
sub-
committees 
and chairs 
are:  Auto-

graphing, 
Gaelyn 
Jenkins ����������	
������	
�� Pam 
Maggio �������	��������	��� Debbie 
Wolfe �����	��	���
�� Margot Stewart ��
Equipment, Cathy Eoute ������������	
��
�������
�������
�	
�����
�	�������� �
!
pitality, Kathleen Carey ��"���	#������$�
Conference Bags, Christina Mobley ��
Signs, Rebecca Roper ��%�&�������	�!
tions, Teresa Gray ��%�'	
�� Patty 
Bynum ��(����$�����
��)*����+�,�!
ception, Andi Fansher .  Dates that 
might be of interest to GCMS members 
include: 

Conference bags  will be stuffed on 

Tuesday, March 13 , at 4:30 at the TD Con-
ference Center.  Join us for a fun time of 
getting ready for the big event!  Six hundred 

bags need to be filled with the program, 
evaluation sheets, local information and 
goodies. 

The first concurrent session  begins 
on Wednesday, March 14 , at 4:15 
p.m., and then the Wine and 
Cheese Opening Reception  is at 
5:30—let’s take advantage of this 
conference being in our own back 
yard! 

If you haven’t registered and want to 
attend any of the conference meal 
functions, February 29  is the dead-
line to register.  
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At Blue Ridge Middle School we 
have been working to implement 
Big 6 research strategies through-
out the school.  So far, I have 
worked with 7th grade math teach-
ers to research a famous mathe-
matician, our strings teacher to re-
search a composer, and our 8th 
grade ELA teachers to research 
topics related to the books "Tears 
of a Tiger" and "To Kill a Mocking-
bird."  These 8th graders then cre-
ated podcasts using Audacity on 
such topics as suicide, drinking and 
driving and prejudice.  

I have worked with SPED students 
to research careers and create 
Powerpoint presentations about 
their career options.  The same stu-
dents used our new Flip cameras 
to record themselves reading 

aloud.  They used the recording of 
themselves to critique their own 
reading skills.  

Seventh grade ELA classes re-
viewed reference skills using alma-
nacs, reference books, Streamline, 
atlases, etc. on topics related to 
books they were going to read.  For 
example, they looked at topics re-
lated to hippies, the 70s and the 
Vietnam war, prior to reading 
"Schooled."  We played clips of the 
music of the 60s and 70s from 
iTunes to let them know when it 
was time to change from one sta-
tion to another. 

The AP asked if I could do some-
thing with a 7th grade ELA class 
since the teacher wasn't here and 
the lesson plan wouldn't have 

worked with the sub.  My wonderful 
assistant said "what about the flip 
cameras?" and our brains clicked.  

Two classes were reading Twelfth 
Night.  So they wrote synopses of 
the first three acts and recorded 
each other using a Flip camera 
reading what they had written.  Two 
other classes had read Schooled 
and they wrote a character descrip-
tion of one of the characters in the 
book and recorded themselves 
reading this as well.  By recording 
themselves, they got experience of 
using the cool technology and had 
practice presenting in a lower 
threat way.  Plus most people 
stayed engaged in the writing part 
of the project.  

Charlie Kendrick 
Blue Ridge MS  

Interested in the Greenville 
Drive All-Star Reading Pro-
gram ? The program is spon-
sored by Michelin, N.A. and is 
designed to promote reading 
enjoyment and academic suc-
cess among youth through the 
excitement and appeal of pro-
fessional sports.   

The program is open to all 6th, 
7th, and 8th graders.  Your ELA 
teachers should have the infor-
mation and a small bag of pro-
motional "stuff." 

The contest begins on February 
6 and will end on March 5. Four 

weeks to read four books and 
earn a ticket to the Greenville 

Drive game.  The celebration 
game will be Wednesday, 
April 11th at Fluor Field.  Call 
240-4500 for more infor-
mation. 
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The Middle School Book Club is still meeting the 
first Thursday of each month at the Barnes & Noble 
on Haywood Road.  We meet for an hour of book 

sharing starting at 4:30.  We have had some great discussion 
topics ranging from Coming of Age, Dystopian, Romance, 
SteamPunk, and “current reads.”  We have had several visitors 
that are not Media Specialists.  We welcome anyone that loves 
reading young adult literature or even just listening to some terrif-
ic booktalks.  The next meeting will be on February 2nd, Ground 
Hog’s Day.  (We meet in the music section in the back of the 
store.)  We look forward to seeing you there! 

 

Middle and High School Media Specialists are still invited to join 
us for our book study.  The text is 21st Century Learning in 
School Libraries.  It does not matter if you have not read the text, 
there are plenty of opportunities to share what you have done 
yourself, seen presented, etc.  Meetings are from 4:30-6:00 for 2 
hours of credit / exchange points.  The remaining schedule is as 
follows: 

Feb. 6  Mauldin HS  Ch.7 (Assessment)  

Mar. 5  Beck   Ch.9 (Building a Toolkit)  

Apr. 16 Woodmont HS Ch.4 (21st Cent. Media Spec.) 
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Sunshine 
News  

Belated Con-
gratulations to 
Courtney 
Rouse (Woodland ES) on the 
birth of her daughter,�"�
����
#����
���	���$�	��%�����&���  
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Oakview Elementary had a huge 
response to their Real Men 
Read program this year!  Twen-
ty-five men showed up to read 
to our Kindergarten, First grade, 
and Second grade classes.  

The Real Men Read program 
helps promote male role models 
in education, demonstrates that 
males read and that reading is 
not just a “girl” thing, and shows 
that men value education. It en-
courages and improves the liter-
acy skills of our students, 
demonstrates the importance of 
student achievement and pro-
motes community partnerships.  

And nothing tops the look on the 
children's faces when they see 

their father waiting to read to the 
class! 

Gwendolyn Brown 
Oakview ES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now Accepting Applications for 
the Robbie Van Pelt Memorial 
Grant 2012. 

The Robbie Van Pelt Memorial 
Grant was established to pro-
mote exemplary learning activi-
ties in media centers.  Projects 
that increase skills in research, 
literacy, critical thinking, technol-
ogy, locating and accessing in-
formation, creative use of infor-
mation, or that promote social 
responsibility or reading for 
pleasure are all encouraged.  
  

Last May, three Greenville 
County media special-
ists received the RVP Grant to 
purchase e-readers and e-
books for a target audience at 
their respective schools.  This 
May, they will share with us how 
the grant impacted their library 
programming.  

Applications are now being ac-
cepted for the 2012 Robbie Van 
Pelt Grant. (See attachment to 
GCMS Newsletter)   

The winner(s) will be announced 
at the End-of-Year meeting in 
May.  You may submit your ap-

plication online to one of the 
grant coordinators, Alice Lit-
tlejohn  

alittlej@greenville.k12.sc.us or 
Gaelyn Jenkins  

gajenkins@greenville.k12.sc.us 

The deadline for submission is 
March 30.  You may get a great 
idea at the SCASL Conference! 
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Thoughts on the Common Core Standards…..  

from David Loertscher 

David Loertscher, a frequent speaker at SCASL conferences in South Caroli-
na, wrote an article in the December 2010 Teacher Librarian that had some 
good introductory points about opportunities for media specialists to be in-
volved in implementing the Common Core Standards (CCS).  His article is 
entitled, “The Common Core Standards:  Opportunities for Teacher-librarians 
to Move to the Center of Teaching and Learning.”  He said the CCS are most-
ly centered on language arts and mathematics, “but push the ideas for lan-
guage arts into social studies and science as an attempt to have everyone in 
the school concentrating on foundational literacy.”  He describes the central 
ideas of these standards as: 

1.  Reading widely – “this assumes a large collection of resources in every 
format imaginable from print to digital and on a wide variety of devices.” 

2.  Reading much more informational texts – this will cause media specialists 
to promote non-fiction in a way we have usually used just for fiction. 

3.   Reading complex texts – these are texts that require extra focus, concen-
tration and analysis.   Appendix A of the CCS provides guidance in how to 
select various types of complex texts. 

4.  Research – has been elevated as never before.  Getting students ready for 
college and the workforce is a major theme of the CCS, so “research and me-
dia skills are embedded throughout the Standards rather than treated in a sep-
arate section.” 
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ALA Announces Book 
Award Winners 
The John Newbery Medal for 
the most outstanding contribu-
tion to children's literature was 
awarded to “Dead End in 
Norvelt,” written by Jack Gan-
tos, 

The Randolph Caldecott Med-
al for the most distinguished 
American picture book for chil-
dren “A Ball for Daisy," illustrat-
ed and written by Chris 
Raschka, 

For the complete list of winners, 
click here. 
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Greta Cleveland’s me-
dia center (Northwood 
Middle)has been abuzz 
with technology! From 
creating word clouds 
with Tagxedo to compli-
ment Phantom Tollbooth 
to World War II newspa-
pers in MS Publisher 
with 8th graders reading 
Summer of My German 
Solider. In December, 
Greta and the IC, Lynn 
Duncan, hosted a 

"Technology Petting Zoo" for 
teachers. Teachers had the 
chance to explore Comic Life, Flip 
Videos, ActivArena and Hue 
Webcams.    

��������	�
����
�	
�����	���	�����
��	
over Winter break giving media 
specialist, Stephanie Nichols, the 
opportunity to rearrange the library 
configuration to better meet the 
needs of her diverse student popu-
lation. With 
students 
ranging in 
age from 4 
to 14, Ster-
ling School 
a communi-
ty school 
which also 
houses the 
Charles 
Townes 
Center for 
the highly 

gifted in grades three through 
eight, creates a unique challenge. 
Picture books to young adult nov-
els, nonfiction with a few words per 
page to college-bound text find 
themselves side-by-side.  Younger 
students now find a cozy area just 
for them to enjoy a read-aloud or 
browse the shelves without dis-
traction.  Patrons now find that the 
library has two distinct halves.  As 
they enter, fiction and pleasure 
reading materials comprise the left 
half with small sofas and individual 
seating affording a place to settle 
in and read.  Informational texts 
and the media lab are housed on 
the right along with enough tables 
and chairs for an entire class and 
two separate tables where small 
groups might meet and work.  The 
students, staff and parents have 
acclimated to their new library 
digs, summed up by a younger 
sibling during a recent school 
event, “this place is cool!”  
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2. What is the goal of this project?  How does this goal correlate to state curriculum standards, 
AASL information literacy standards, and/or school portfolio goals? (20%) 
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4. How will you evaluate the project?  (20%) 
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Include a detailed budget request.  Give specific information about materials and equipment needed, 
sources of supplies and costs. (10%) 
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