SCIENCE FAIR PROJECT

BENCHMARK 2: PURPOSE AND HYPOTHESIS

                          DUE: December 17, 2009

The PURPOSE of your project:

Now that you have chosen a topic, think about your purpose for choosing your topic. What are you trying to accomplish? What specific question are you trying to answer? How will this knowledge help you or someone else in the future?

STATE THE PURPOSE CLEARLY. You can start this way:

The purpose of this project is…

SAMPLE Project Purpose: The purpose of this project is to determine whether bean seeds can germinate in recycled materials. This will help me to know if people can use recycled things from their homes in their gardens.

LIBRARY RESEARCH

You might need more information to help you better understand your purpose. Doing research at the library or on the internet informs you. It will not tell you the answer to YOUR question, but provide you with information that could help you to write a better hypothesis.

Using note cards to write down information can be helpful. Use a separate note card for each different article that you read. Each place you find information is a source. Write down the name of the source, its author, its title, and when it was published. It is also helpful to write down page numbers.

You must give credit to any source that has helped you. When you put your final project together you will list the sources then. This list is called a bibliography. The correct format for a book source is:

Last name of author, First name of author, Title of the Book, place where it was published: Publisher, Date of Publication.

WRITING YOUR HYPOTHESIS:

Now that you have completed your background research, you are ready to write a hypothesis. Remember this is your scientific prediction or educated guess.

Your hypothesis is what you think the answer to your project question will be. It is a reasonable prediction about what you think is going to happen during your investigation.

A GOOD HYPOTHESIS should be:

Based on information you gathered during your research.

Clear and brief

TESTABLE

SAMPLE project Hypothesis: Bean seeds will sprout in recycled materials that provide a moist environment.

Your hypothesis should be written in the form of a statement. The statement should NOT start with the words “ I think” or “I hope”.   
