     SCIENCE FAIR PROJECT EXPECTATIONS

BENCHMARK 1: Selecting a topic

                       Due: December 1, 2009

Choosing a Topic:

The best topic will be about something that you enjoy. Make a list of topics you are interested in and make a list about what you already know about the topics. Also include what you want to know about certain topics.
Another way to come up with a topic is to think of something (like a paper airplane flying across a room) and ask yourself  “What would happen if…” questions. “I wonder what would happen if my plane were bigger?” “I wonder if the materials it is made of affects how it flies?”

REMEMBER: A good topic is…..REALISTIC.

It can be accomplished with materials you get easily get with not a lot of expense. Ask a specific question that can be solved in a reasonable amount of time. The completed project is due in March 2010. Ask questions that cannot be answered with a ‘yes” or “no”. Make comparisons between two things

Take some time…
Explore different possibilities for topics before settling on a specific one. Go to the library, use the internet, talk to other people, and look around you. Think about hobbies that you have, that you have specific questions about, and that can be tested and answered. 
Write down possible topics, then a specific project question for each before finalizing and submitting your choice.

Look back over your list:

Ask yourself:

Which questions on my list are specific enough to test?

Which topics am I really interested in?

Which questions can I investigate with materials that I already have at home, or can easily get?

Which questions can I investigate in the time that I have?

Examples of things I shouldn’t choose:

VOLCANOES: Unless you can use the real materials from a real volcano.

SPACE: Can you really go into space to test something?

SHARKS-WHAT DO SHARKS EAT? Will you be sitting in the ocean to actually feed and observe feeding habits of a shark, or any other wild animal?

BE ORIGINAL: INVESTIGATE, NOT RESEARCH

When you research, you look in books or on internet for information learned already.

When you investigate, you set up an experiment to find out for yourself 

Select one of the ideas that fits all of the requirements.

Write your topic here;_____________________________

Write your project question here:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________(Student Signature)

_______________________(Parent Signature)

_______________________(Teacher Signature)

