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Important Dates &
Upcoming Events

12/5 - 12/9
Santa Shop

12/5 - 12/9
CATCH Week

12/9

Spirit Day:Twin Day
12/12

PTA Meeting
12/19- 12/30
Winter Break

Congratulations to
Mrs. Huggins!
Bryson’s Teacher of
the year for

Principal’s News

Hi Bryson Bears,

First, | wish you all a very Happy
Thanksgiving.

There is an old saying that time flies
when you’re having fun... maybe that is
why it is so hard to believe that so much
of the school year as already passed by.
We do strive for academic excellence...
but also strive to have fun doing it at
Bryson Elementary... hopefully coming to
school is something our students look
forward to.

I am very thankful to be a part of
Bryson; from our wonderful children,
supportive parents, caring teachers and
staff, and our community as a whole. |

successful future.

| would like to close with a quote
from H.U. Westermayer that | share
with our staff periodically:

“The pilgrims made seven times
more graves than huts. No Americans
have been more impoverished than
these, who, nevertheless, set aside a
day of thanksgiving.”

May your family have a wonderful
holiday season and | pray that you
will make time to stop and give
thanks for all of your blessings.

Mr. Chambers

2011-2012 tchamber@greenville.k12.sc.us

feel very blessed to have the
opportunity to touch young lives each
day and hopefully prepare them for a

The Bryson Elementary Santa Shop is coming!

The Santa Shop is sponsored by Bryson’s PTA and
will be manned by wonderful parent volunteers!

Happy
Holidays/

Our annual Santa Shop is December 5™ thru 9*".

The kids have an opportunity to purchase Christmas
gifts for their family members, friends and yes, even
pets! Each child gets the chance to visit the shop
once with their class during school hours that week.

Gift prices range from $2.00 to $6.00 and, as an
added bonus this year, we are offering optional gift
wrapping for a small fee.

Bryson Chorus Performance Dates

Come see our Chorus perform:

Thursday - 12/8 - 6:00p - Fountain Inn Tree Lighting
(Chorus meets at 5:30p at City Hall)

Thursday - 12/15 - morning time TBA - Golden Strip CDC
Friday - 12/16 - Holiday Assemblies

Yisit our website: http:/ffiwww.greenville.k12.sc.us/brysone
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Bucket Filling Launch at Bryson Elementary - Mrs. Mills

4 What is Bucket Filling?

The idea of Bucket Fillers is based on Dr. Donald O.
Clifton's metaphor of the bucket and the dipper. The first
person to bring this idea to a school setting was "The
Bucket Man", Merrill Lundgren.

Several books have been written about bucket fillers. Carol
McCloud wrote a book called "Have You Filled a Bucket
Today? (A Guide to Daily Happiness for Kids)". The premise
of the book is the idea that we all carry an invisible bucket
that contains our feelings. When our bucket is full, we feel
great. When our bucket is empty, we feel sad. Bucket filler
is someone who says or does nice things for other people.
By doing this, they are filling other people's buckets and
filling their own bucket at the same time. On the other
hand, a bucket dipper says or does things to cause other
people to feel bad. A bucket dipper empties their bucket
when they say and do mean things.

4 How does Bryson Use Bucket Filling?

Teachers and staff each received buckets outside their
door for the 2011-2012 school years. Our school community
is a place where kindness is modeled and bucket filling is a
way to strengthen that. Our staff completes bucket filling
cards for acknowledging a job well done. It is very exciting
to find a card in your bucket from a colleague. Bucket
Filling is a simple way to make someone feel special and
appreciated.

4 How are our students using bucket filling?

To spread Bucket Filling School - wide, in January, each class
will receive a class bucket. Classes will receive cotton balls to
fill up buckets for acts of kindness of rule following. If a staff
member catches a class modeling exemplary behavior, they
will give the teacher a cotton ball to place in the class bucket.
Once a class bucket is full, the buckets will be poured into a
large school wide bucket. It is expected that we will have a
school celebration once our large bucket is filled.

€ What is the future of Bucket Filling at Bryson Elementary?

Our goal is that every classroom will become a bucket filling
classroom over the next few years. Research shows that a
positive school environment will impact student achievement
and learning. Through bucket filling in all grades, we give our
students a chance to complement each other and work
towards a common goal of kindness.

If you would like to learn more about bucket filling or use the
bucket filling approach at home, please give Mrs. Mills a call
at 355-3612.

jmills@greenville.k12.sc.us

Coaches Corner - Shannon Land

Our Bryson Bears are A.C.E.S.—All Children
Experiencing Success!

Parents, please work with your children every day to
give them the support they need. Here are some
simple ways to help your child start and continue
good study habits:

4 Set aside time each day to go through your
child’s school papers. Try to do it first thing
after school when your child’s day is fresh in
his/her mind. Be sure to sign any communication
for the teacher to let her know you have seen
your child’s work.

4 Look over your youngster’s work together. Help
him/her feel proud by making a specific

comment about something he/she has done. For
instance, if he/she shows you a picture he/she
drew in art class, you might say, “The gray sky
and big waves look just like our rainy day the
beach.”

4 Have him/her talk through math problems or
science experiments to show you what he/she
has learned. Your child might explain how
he/she finds the perimeter of a triangle or why
ants dig tunnels, for instance.

4 Always assist him/her with homework if
necessary, but do not complete the assighment
for him/her. It is important that your child
learns that he/she is responsible for the work.

sland@greenville.k12.sc.us
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Kindergarten News

Our kindergarteners are enjoying a variety of learning

experiences. During Time Travel/Decade Day, our
students learned a lot about the popular trends of
the 2000’s decade in literature, music, sports, and
technology.

In class, they are learning how to write their last
names, make lists, and write simple sentences using
our handy editor’s checklist. Our students are also
learning how to summarize stories, and the list of
popcorn words they can read and write is growing
too!

In math, these youngsters are learning the numbers
11 to 20, counting and comparing groups of objects,
and counting by ones and tens. They are estimating

and measuring the weight and length of objects,
collecting data, and building/using a picture graph.

First Grade News

The first grade PTA Program will be Dec. 12 at 6:00.

First grade will be studying about the Holidays
Around the World.

Second Grade News

‘Uar

Second Graders at Bryson have been learning so much

about weather since school started this year.

We have learned about measuring rainfall with a rain

gauge, measuring temperature with a thermometer

Additionally, the kindergarteners enjoy going to the
computer lab to reinforce these skills. To celebrate the
50th Day of School, the children made homemade
milkshakes because this was a popular treat during the
1950’s. We talked about the different forms of matter
(solid to liquid). We can’t wait to celebrate the 100™
day of school! It’s going to be a lot of fun.

In science, social studies, and health, the students are
observing seasonal changes, learning how to compare
family life of the past to the present, and fun, yet
educational music and movement activities to keep
their bodies strong and healthy.

Math: We are working on measurement and number
operations.

Reading: We are focusing on cause and effect,
making predictions, activating prior knowledge, and
making conclusions.

Events: Our field trip to Woodmont High Farm Day
will most likely be rescheduled for the spring.

and measuring the strength of the wind with a wind
flag. We enjoyed making each of these
measurement tools in our classes.

We also had fun going outside and observing
cumulus, stratus and cirrus clouds and making
weather predictions from these observations.

Yisit our website: http:/fwww.greenville.k12.sc.us/brysone
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Third Grade News

Science: Third grade classes have begun talking about the
Science Fair that will be coming March 6. We will do a class
project to show students how to go through the process on
their own. Each child is expected to complete a science
project at home.

Math: We are working on division right now, but students
NEED to study those multiplication facts every night!

SC History: Our third graders are learning about Native
Americans and the explorers who came to South Carolina.

Reading: We are reading The Best Christmas Pageant Ever in
our classes. We will be seeing the play in December.

Writing: We are working on persuasive writing. Don't be

Fourth Grade News

Fourth grade has been super busy!

We have finished our study of plant and animals and their
behaviors in science and are moving on to biomes.

Fifth Grade News

Curriculum Update:

Reading: Theme 2 and Poetry - Letters from Rifka novel.
Writing: Trickster Tales - Winter Descriptive Writing.

Math: Theory and Fractions - Customary Measurement and
Elapsed Time.

Social Studies: Roaring Twenties - Great Depression - WWII
and the 1940s.

Science: Oceans and Ecosystems

Science Fair information will be coming home in December. A
science fair project is a requirement.

Field Trip Update:

Roper Mountain Science Center - check your homeroom
teacher’s websites for information regarding open house
times.

DC - Please make sure you are making payments towards the
trip each month. Each trip must be paid in full by March 23,
2012. No late payments will be accepted.

Grade Level News

School Newsletter

surprised if your child comes home and has learned some
techniques in persuading you to do something for them! :)

Events: We have a few upcoming field trips to Furman and
the Peace Center. We will be seeing The Best Christmas
Pageant Ever on December 7th and The Nutcracker on
December 15th at Furman University.

Social Studies has led us to the beginning of the American
Revolution! We are experts in using decimals and
fractions, and we have read plenty of plays and other
stories. We will be reading Winter of Red Snow pretty soon
to go along with our study of the American Revolution. We
had a Veteran come speak with us all about his experiences
in the armed forces and flying helicopters. He still
represents our country in many ways.

We all enjoyed our Decades Day where we traveled through
the 60s. We learned about the fashions, sports, music,
space, and art of that time. We had a blast!

Special Thanks to our Career Week presenters:

The common message of finding something you are
passionate about and pursuing it as your career choice and
the role hard work and education play in helping achieve
goals was addressed.

Adam Pritchett - Sound Engineer
Gena Murphy - Photographer
Tracy Wilde - Physical Therapist
Dr. Kim Capehart - Dentist
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Ms. Wallace’s Art Classes

We are working on some exciting projects.

Kindergarteners will soon be making some African
necklaces and snowmen collages in December.

The first graders will be learning about Native
American art is December and in January they will be

Mrs. Boukather’s Art Classes

Mrs. Boukather's art classes have been very busy
illustrators! After studying Eric Carle, the childrens'
book illustrator and author, we tried our hand at
illustration. Using Eric Carle's collage method, the
students created a book illustration. We will

Mrs. Miller’s Primary Music Room

Kindergarten students are busy learning to read
and play the steady beat on our classroom
instruments. Mother Goose has come to visit and
we have enjoyed playing instruments with our
rhymes. As we move into December, we will be
learning several holiday songs and games.

Mrs. Coggins’ Music Notes

Second graders have identified half notes (long
sounds) and will explore winter holidays around the
world through music.

Third graders are learning about ballet, expressing
thoughts and feelings through music and movement.
We are studying "The Nutcracker Ballet” by Peter
Tchaikovsky. Much of this music is heard on
commercials, in stores and in movies during the
holidays. Our studies will culminate with a field trip
to watch The Nutcracker Ballet performed by the
Greenville Ballet at Furman University.

learning how to weave and how to make pottery.

i

l)é(ély 3

eventually add writing to our illustrations. Who
knows? We may have a famous future illustrator in
our midst!

In December, we will study a new artist, Rosa
Bonheur and create cards of encouragement and
cheer to be shared with residents in a local nursing
home.

Don't forget to put art supplies on your gift lists!

Our First Graders are busy tuning up their pipes
and practicing their instruments for our PTA
program on December 12", Mark your calendar
and plan to come because we are going to
present a holiday spectacle entitled Holiday
Lights which will be lots of fun. Even the
audience will get to sing!

Fourth and Fifth graders are deep into our Recorder
Karate unit, learning how to read notes on the staff
and play them on the recorder. This is a self-paced
unit where students receive a "belt” for each song
they play well. Students can learn as many songs as
they wish, but the goal is three songs by winter
break. Some fifth graders have progressed to
playing alto recorders!

Visit our website: http:/iwww.greenville.k12.sc.us/brysone
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Scholastic Book Fair

Thanks to everyone for making the fall book fair a
huge success! Proceeds from the sales are being used
to purchase Accelerated Reader tests, books, and
equipment for Bryson Elementary.

A special thank you goes out to all of the parent

volunteers who helped out with the book fair. We
could not have done it without you!

Deborah Wolfe & Christine Morley

Physical Education News

We have been working on soccer skills in the gym.

Kindergartners, first graders and second graders have
been learning to dribble and trap the ball while third,
fourth and fifth graders have reviewed dribbling and
trapping, they have also learned about tackling the
ball and making lead passes.

Third through fifth graders have been assessed on
their skills and first and second graders are honing in
on their ball control.

Standards based assessments are 20% of the grade
that students receive in physical education and
participation is 80% of the grade.

When students do not wear tennis shoes to class they
receive a daily grade of 75 which impacts their
overall grade for the nine weeks. Please encourage
your student to wear tennis shoes every day so they
can participate in physical activity and at recess

Ms. Duncan and Mrs. Trammell

CATCH Kick-off Week is December 5™ thru 9"

For starters - The last Friday of every month will be
Favorite Fruit Friday!

We also have planned some fun and health
conscious activities for the week of December 5.

Monday - 12/5 -- Wear Green For GO Foods!

Tuesday - 12/6 -- Tune-in Tuesday; dress to dance!

Wednesday - 12/7 - Water Wednesday; drink water
all-day

Thursday - 12/8 - School CATCH Walk; wear tennis
shoes!

Friday - 12/9 - Favorite Fruit; everyone can bring in
their favorite fresh fruit.

You can join Bryson’s CATCH team by helping your
child make healthy choices at home.

Please see the flyer sent home with your child and
remember to sign and return the bottom of the flyer
to enter your child in the CATCH contest for a small
prize!

Coordinated
Approach
To

Child

Health

CATCH®

School Newsletter
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From your PTA Co-Presidents

It has been exciting to see all the things our students,
teachers, staff, and volunteers have done already this year
at Bryson! The improvements to our playground and
outdoor areas are amazing. We are particularly grateful
for the additional outside support of the volunteers that
worked in November during Brookwood’s “ServeFest”
There are countless ways that volunteers have made an
enormous impact on our school, through classroom time, at
home work, and in special areas and events at the school.

Thank you to all our volunteers for your dedicated service.
If you have not yet had a chance to volunteer, please
contact Michele Newton, our PTA volunteer coordinator.

We are glad to have such broad support through PTA
membership at Bryson as well. If you have not yet had a
chance, memberships are still available and are only $5.
When you buy a membership and participate in fundraisers,
you help us to raise funds toward improving the outdoor
area and playground, adding to our school’s technology,
providing special opportunities (such as the artist-in-
residence), and secure needed supplies.

We are continuing to work on improving the playground
area through new equipment, landscaping projects, and
needed repair work. If you are interested in working on
this project, please contact Kathy Lowe, who is
coordinating our grounds committee.

BI-LO boostersplus® Cards

Be on the lookout for your BI-LO boostersplus® cards,
which will be coming home in your child's folder!

You can link your boostersplus® card to your My BI-LO
BONUSCARD by scanning it after you scan your My BI-LO
BONUSCARD. Once that’s done 1% of your purchases will go
to Bryson Elementary PTA!

Upcoming Bryson Spirit Nights

R

Upcoming Chick-Fil-A dates are: December 12" &
January 10"

Upcoming Tony’s dates are: December 27" &
January 24"

PTA News
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We are very excited for our upcoming Holiday Shop! All our
students will have the opportunity to shop for family
members, pets, and friends. It is always a treat for us to see
how thoughtful all our Bryson students are as they pick out
gifts.

The Bryson PTA board is here to serve the school and help
coordinate parent involvement. Contact information for all of
your board members can be found on the Bryson website.

Happy Holidays!

Katherine Randall & Kristie Torres Thome,
PTA co-presidents

Volunteer of the Month:
Stephanie Mahaffey

Clip & Send in

Continue to collect Box Tops for Education. Bring them in to
your teacher in a zip bag. Don't forget to save the top strip off of
your Tyson bags and save Campbell's labels too.

TOPS J Froke

cavemica

You only have to re-link the cards once a year and you will
be able give 1% of your BI-LO purchases to our PTA!

It's an easy way to help out our school so please be sure to
link your boostersplus® card when you get it!

Bl-L0

Upcoming Mojo’s dates are: December 1%, and
January 6™
S0
ok Gk
Upcoming Breakfast Biscuit Friday are: December
16™ & January 21

Yisit our website: http:/fwww.greenville.k12.sc.us/brysone
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Reflection Contest Winners for “Diversity Means”

The Reflections Program is designed to enhance rather than replace a quality arts education, the PTA®
Reflections Program provides opportunities for students to express themselves and to receive positive

recognition for their artistic efforts.

PTA REFLECTIONS

Photography (K5- 2"%) Photography (K5- 2"%)
1% Place - Michelle West - 1°* Grade / Ms. Baesler 1% Place - Lanie West - 3 Grade / Mrs. Hoffman
2" Place - Bryan Reyes - 1°' Grade / Ms. Sanders 2" Place - Juliana Jenkins - 5" Grade / Mrs. Bittner
3" Place - Bryan Reyes - 1% Grade / Ms. Sanders 3" Place - Abby Zacharias - 4" Grade / Mrs. Kendall
HM - Brianna Gresham - 1** Grade / Mrs. Hilbert HM - Megan Medley - 5™ Grade / Mr. Best

HM - Trevor Benton - 3™ Grade / Mrs. Williams

Visual Arts (K5- 2% visual Arts (37-5'")
1% Place - Michelle West - 1st Grade / Ms. Baesler 1% Place - Lanie West - 3 Grade / Mrs. Hoffman
2" Place - Alicia Payton - Kindergarten / Mrs. Neal 2" Place - Madison Pate - 5" Grade / Mrs. Bittner
3" Place - Bryan Reyes - 1% Grade / Ms. Sanders 3" Place - Nicole Reyes - 3" Grade / Mrs. Best
HM - Bradley Birnie - 1°* Grade / Mrs. Hilbert HM - Charles Schofield - 5™ Grade / Mrs. Richards
HM - Melina Bautista - 1** Grade / Mrs. Sanders HM - Madeline Coleburn - 3™ Grade / Mrs. Berry
Literature (K5- 2"%) Literature (37-5'")
1°* Place - Anna Eades - 1st Grade / Mrs. Hilbert 1% Place - Payton Griffith - 5" Grade / Mrs. Barrow
2" Place - Brianna Gresham - 1°* Grade / Mrs. Hilbert 2" Place - Cassie Morley - 5" Grade / Mrs. Richards
3" Place - Josiah Kershaw - Kindergarten / Mrs. Neal 3" Place - Emma Young - 3 Grade / Mrs. Wagner

HM - Evan Stanislaw - 4™ Grade / Mrs. Kendall
HM - Jaslyne Michel - 5" Grade / Mrs. Richards

Film Production (K5- 2"%) Film Production (3"-5")

1% Place - Andre Newton - 2" Grade / Mrs. Murrell 1% Place - Drew Newton - 5" Grade / Mrs. Richards

Music (379-5)

1%t Place - Oriana Sams - 5" Grade/ Mrs. Richards
2" Place - Marina Ikladyous - 5™ Grade / Mrs. Richards
3™ Place - Kylie Breit - 5™ Grade / Mrs. Richards
HM - Melanin Contreras-Hernandez- 3™ Grade /Mrs. Williams
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1°* Quarter TERRIFIC Kids

Awards News
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Terrific Kids is a program sponsored by the Fountain Inn Kiwanis Club and the PTA. Each quarter, a teacher picks
two children (boy & girl) from their classroom based on the following characteristics:
Thoughtful, Enthusiastic, Respectful, Responsible, Influential, Friendly, Impeccable, and Caring.

Kemberly Romero
Justin Franke
Taryn Westphal
Uriel Barrientos
Jasmine Burgess
Isaiah Walker
Melina Bautista
Timmy Simmons

Jashanti Aiken
Kain Beaman
Elisia Pittman
Jaden Jones
Cheyenne Osborne

Nicholas Valencia-Gomez

Sarah MacLean
Avarion Austin
Melenin Contreras-Hernandez

Omar Farhan
Daniel Cantrell
Sammy Maldonado
Logan Bright

Bryana Wilson
Gabiriel Dillingham

1* Grade 2" Grade 3™ Grade 4™ Grade 5" Grade
Julia McKenzie Alice Madola Bella Graulau Andra Enache Payton Griffith
Seth Cook Zachary Carson Mathew Glover Evan Stanislaw Brian Reyes
Amber Huss Cheyenne Curry Hannah Lunn Ellie Malcolm Emily Garrett
Ethan Henderson | Zac Pilachowski Devonte Cason Connor Beaule KC Konczal
Brookie Bies Saniyah Lee Ryann Genal Sydney Beraho Geniyia
Eli Dill Scott Bousquet Joshua Buffington Jacob Nelson Anderson
Brianna Gresham | Hannah Ritchie Emma Young Janiya Burton-Allen Chance Hensley
Seth Furr Grant Harvey Drew McCarthy Austin Belue Tulsi Patel

Cullen Barber
Maria Garcia
Jacob Kerby

Principals’ All “A” Honor Rolls

Graci Barga
Sarah Buffington
Austen Cummings
Brittney Henderson
Alice Madola
Kameron Smith
Kaileigh Wallace
Yedith Bautista
Cheyenne Curry
Dylan Guion

Noah Merz
McKenzie Murphy
Zac Pilachowski
Scott Bousquet
Hannah Cyr

David Fisher
Chance St. Martin
Callista Beauvais
Greorge Cerimele
Grant Harvey
Hannah Ritchie
Alissa Wentzky
Garrett Axsom
Zykius Cannon
Jacob Jarvis

Alex Jones

Farah King

Mason Lockaby
Amanda Beraho
Claudia Brown
Kennedy Gist
Logan Goley

Drew Huebner
Jaden Jones
Jordan Rasnake
Emily Seyller

Erin Turner

Sean Wisely

Kaia Meadows
Gage Morton
Cheyenne Osborne
Garrett Padgett
Nicholas Valencia-Gomez
Payton Watson
Kailyn Acolatse
Graci Black
Madeline Coleburn
Matt Glover

Bella Graulau
Paige Porter

Makayla Barrineau
Hannah Lunn
Nikolas Roseblock

Simone Witherspoon

Derek DiCintio
Jack Dill

Alyssa Rugg
Jayden Smith
Lanie West

Ethan Emert
Owen Griffeth
Emily Huss
McKenna LaPierre
Drew McCarthy
Gage Larobardiere

Gerrit Randall-Klouw

Aiden Tamburello
Brandon Wright
Emma Young
Ryan Garrett
Zahria Jones
Sarah MacLean
Trevor Brown
Aden Conner
Alex Copher

Lydia Lawen
Alyssa Pate
Matthew Rhodes
Jonathan Smith
Katherine Abrams
Ryan Alexander
Hunter Bostic
Andra Enache
Ethan Fulton
Madison Lomas
Dakota Martin
Lizzie McMinn
Dylan Neal
Lindsey Noguez
Evan Stanislaw
Savannah Clark
Samuel Ransome
Connor Beaule
Sydney Beraho
Cody Emert
DeShaun Golden
Skylar McMahan
Aaron Mincey
Jacob Nelson
Austin Belue

Hunter McKenzie
Robbie Saltmarsh
Ryan Simons

lan Rembert
Gabriel Dillingham
Alexa Patel

Kamil Czerkas
Hailey Smith
Chanel Teplik
Sean Young

Ozha Aziz
Desiree Davenport
Juliana Jenkins
Joseph Kerby
Riley Thome
Noah Bishop

Ally Huss

Tulsi Patel
Rachel Rugg
Hope Wilde
Maddy Alkinburgh
Jacob Kerby
Caleb Schofield

Yisit our website: http:/fwww.greenville.k12.sc.us/brysone




