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     On Friday, December
18, 2009, JROTC cadets
began their final blood
drive of the year. As of
1:00pm, 170 people ended
up donating blood, some of
them braving sleet and
snow on the roadways, and
at the end of the day many
considered the drive to be
a success.
    “There was a lot more
people than I expected to

show up,” Lt. Col. David
Rodgers said.
     In comparison to
previous blood drives,
Rodgers said it was second
most successful. The most
successful drive was held
in December 2007.
      Many students show
their holiday spirit by
giving blood to people who
need it.
     “Other people need it,
and I have an abundance of
it. I suppose I can spare
some,” senior Eric
Mathewes said.
     On the day of the drive,
Greenville County dis-

missed schools early due
to weather, an action that
disappointed many would-
be donors. Mathewes,
along with other students,
expressed sadness that he
couldn’t give blood. Many
hoped there might be a
make-up day opportunity
in the future.
     “I can’t give blood
because I have to make it
home. The roads are
closed. If my little sister
wouldn’t have passed out,
I’d already be gone. I’ve
got to take care of her
though,” senior Josh
Levell said.
      Students that were
working at the blood
drive, like senior Rachael
Campbell, were glad to be
part of the excitement.
Campbell’s job was to
take pictures, and to sit at
the table where people
sign-in and complete
donor registration forms.
     “It’s busy work, but its
fun and makes you feel
like you’re doing some-
thing for someone else,”
Campbell said.

Q & A with
Señor Rainey on
page 2.

Mrs. Wardlaw and
her high school
sweetheart on
page 4.

A good start to
the wrestling
season on page
6.

Coach Trauger gives a thumbs up to donating blood.
PHOTO BY BLUE RIDGE AFJROTC

Students lend a hand during this year’s blood drive
PHOTOS COMPILED BY STACEY GIBBY

Upcoming Important DatesUpcoming Important DatesUpcoming Important DatesUpcoming Important DatesUpcoming Important Dates

BY CAYLEE FOX

STAFF WRITER

Miss El Dorado

Pageant

Haiti Fundraiserat BRHS
Valentines Day ProgressReportscome out

February 6 February 6 February 14
February 19

Students, staff turn out for
last blood drive of 2009
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Q:  When did you and your
wife get married?
A:   November 28th, 2009
at 3p.m.

Q:  Where was your
wedding?
A:   At our church in Greer,
His Vineyard

Q:  Did you go on a
honeymoon? If so, where?
A:   We are going to Puerto
Rico on a cruise during
Spring Break.

Q:  Do you and your wife
have any exciting plans for
the future?
A:  We are both teachers
and hope to one day teach
in a foreign country. Jenn
is an English-Language
Arts teacher at Greer
Middle School. We’ll have
kids, just not right now. We
are also hoping to one day
adopt a Latino child from
another country.

Happily married in the new year: Señor Rainey gets married

problem solving abilities,
according to
www.kidshealth.org;
however, most teens do not
get the right amount of
sleep they need.
     According to
www.childdevelopmentinfo.com,
teenagers have especially
irregular sleep patterns.
Also, recent studies show
that adolescent sleep
patterns differ from those
of young kids and adults.
Adolescents often have
changes in circadian
rhythm, or internal
biological clock; these
changes are caused by the
brain hormone melatonin.
This hormone is produced
later at night for teens,
which makes it more
difficult for teens to go to
sleep early, and causes
them to fall asleep later
and wake up later, accord-
ing to www.kidshealth.org.
According to National
Sleep Foundation’s 2006
Sleep in America poll,
more than one-quarter of
high school students fall
asleep in class.
     Some Blue Ridge
students seem to prove this

study. Freshmen Bob
Madden said he sleeps
almost every day in class.
Other students also
struggle with the same
problem.
     “I sleep in class all the
time,” junior Lindsey
Barnes said.
     Even though falling
asleep in class is restful for
students, it causes a
problem for teachers. Mrs.
Emily Reddick said she
catches a lot of students
sleeping in class.
     “I usually ask them to
wake up or sit up. I make
them stand if warned more
than once,” Reddick said
     Not only do kids fall
asleep in class, but
according to
www.sleepfoundation.org,
people under the age of 25
are more likely to get
involved in a car accident
caused by sleepiness. In
addition, The National

Highway Safety Traffic
Administration estimates
more than 100,000
accidents, 40,000 injuries,
and 1,500 deaths in the
United States every year
are a result of fatigue.
     People can do several
things to better their
sleeping habits, according
to
www.sleepfoundation.org;
studies show that sleeping
in a dark, slightly cool
room can better one’s
sleep. Also, waking up to
bright light helps one get
up easier in the morning.
The bright light signals to
your body that it is time to
wake up. Naps can help
energize a person and help
them work more effi-
ciently; however, one must
plan them correctly: too
many naps can interfere
with regular sleep, accord-
ing to
www.sleepfoundation.org.

     Open house was held at
Blue Ridge High School on
Thursday January 25th.
Open house is held twice a
year at Blue Ridge; once in
the fall and then once again
in the spring. Open house
is a chance for parents to
go around and meet their
child’s new teachers for the
new semester. Along with
meeting the teachers, the
principal holds a short
assembly in the auditorium
to talk to the parents.
Parents and students also
have a chance to purchase
Blue Ridge merchandise
while they are at the
school.
     The AFROTC also
helps out on open house
night. The cadets present
the colors at the beginning
of the assembly, and they
also have tours for new
students or anyone wanting
to get around the school.
Also the AFROTC has
maps for parents or
students to find their new
class rooms.

     Assistant Principal Mr.
Lee explains open house is
mostly an opportunity for
parents but students are
welcome to come. Also,
Lee said that the biggest
groups of students attend-
ing are from the ninth
grade. Upperclassmen do
not often attend.
     “I really don’t think
open house is necessary for
the social welfare of our
school,” Junior Dakota
Hooper said.
      Other students have a
different perspective
regarding the event.
      “Open House is a good
experience for the parents
to get to know what’s
going on around school,”
Senior Mac Bragg said.
    Like classrooms, the
library is open during open
house, and guidance
officers usually hold
meetings with parents
regarding financial aid.
       “We come to greet
parents, but not many
people come,” media
specialist Toni Heckman
said.

     Do you ever have
difficulty waking up,
concentrating, or staying
awake in class or at work?
The problem may be a lack
of sleep. The right amount
of sleep is important to one
who expects to perform
well on tests, during
physical activities, or at
work. Sleep affects many
aspects of life.
     A person’s sleeping
habits are important to his
or her daily life. Teens are
supposed to have nine and
a half hours to ten hours of
sleep a night, according to
www.med.umich.edu. Even
a few hours of missed sleep
can create a noticeable
sleep deficit. Not enough
sleep can affect behavior.
For example, a person
could express aggressive-
ness or inappropriate acts
towards others. Lack of
sleep can also limit one’s
listening, learning, and

Q:  What do you admire
most about your wife?
A:   I love the fact that not
only is she absolutely
gorgeous, she is extremely
intelligent as well. I’ve
never been a fan of
beautiful girls that have no
brains to go with the
beauty. “Beauty fades, but
dumb is forever.”

Q:  How did you meet
your wife?
A:   We were set up. The
last girl I dated was while I
was in college and she was
completely insane. I had
decided not to date again.
She had done the same. At
the time I was living in
Charleston. I went to visit
some friends and they
wanted to go to the beach.
They called her and told
her to meet us there, too.
We met at the beach, and I
invited her to go to
Nicaragua with my team.
She said yes, and we didn’t
see each other again until a
year later when she
actually went on the trip.
She fell in love with me
during that trip; however, I

actually liked another girl
on the same team. When
we all got back it didn’t

work out between me and
the other girl. Jenn heard
about this and started

calling me from Charles-
ton. Her whole family
moved up here in 2006 and
the rest is history, I guess.

Q:  Where was your first
date?
A:   Texas Roadhouse

Q:  How did you ask her to
marry you?
A:   Everyone kept giving
me suggestions: go on a
carriage ride downtown,
etc…I knew she would
know exactly what I was
doing if I did anything out
of the ordinary. I had also
toyed with the idea of
asking her during halftime
at one of the football
games, but she’s not big on
being in front of a lot of
people, so I scratched that
one, too. Finally, I called
her one night at 11 p.m.
and told her to come over
to the house. I ran to
McDonald’s and bought a
happy meal. I replaced the
little toy inside with the
ring. I then went back
home and waited. She
arrived and I told her I had
bought her a snack. She

found the ring inside and
turned around to see me on
one knee. I used the Happy
Meal because we’re always
eating at McDonald’s or
buying each other food
from there. I didn’t want
her to guess what was
going to happen before it
happened.

Q:  How did your family
and friends react when you
told them you and your
wife were getting married?
A:   They were very happy.
We had already told them
we were thinking about it
and we had everyone’s
blessing. I never actually
had to ask her father’s
permission to marry her.
One day, I asked him to
teach me how to weld.
When I asked how much
he would charge, he said,
“Just marry my daughter,
please!”

Q:  How long were you
and your wife engaged
before getting married?
A:   About a year and a
half. We wanted to take our
time.

Blue Ridge hosts open house

BY TRAMELL JOHNSON

STAFF WRITER

BY EMILY LEAVITT

STAFF WRITER

BY EMILY CAMPBELL

STAFF WRITER

Late nights and lack of sleep endanger teens

PHOTO PROVIDED BY JASON RAINEY

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY JOSH KAY
Having finished with Driver’s Ed, Clarence Choice naps.

Cute couple:  Mr. and Mrs. Jason Rainey.
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     Representatives of
nearly 200 world govern-
ments engaged in strenuous
negotiations with each
other to reach an agree-
ment upon the topic of
climate change and human
carbon emissions in
December of 2009. The
negotiations took place in
Copenhagen, Denmark—
one of the “greenest” cities
in the world according to
www.hopenhagen.com.
     The reason for the
sudden action on climate
change is that the last bill
drawn up for climate
change, the Kyoto Proto-
col, written in 1990,
terminates in 2012.

     Besides the main
conference, there were up
to 700 extra events lined
up, including 254 side
events, 231 exhibits and
more than 200 scheduled
press conferences.Now that
the meetings in
Copenhagen have wrapped
up, new schedules are
being set for Mexico City
later in November of this
year, according to Joseph
Abrams, a reporter for
foxnews.com.
     Though many govern-
ments support the meetings
in Copenhagen, there are
several groups that
disagree with the agenda.
     “In the next few weeks,
unless you stop it, your
president will sign your
freedom, your democracy,
and your prosperity away

forever,” former science
adviser to Margret

Thatcher, British Lord
Christopher Monckton said

while speaking at the
Minnesota Freemarket

Institute Conference. The
Institute welcomed Lord
Monckton October 14th of
last year for the premier of
a Cascade Policy Institute
documentary, where he was
to give the keynote after
the showing.
     On another side of the
political spectrum, British
Prime Minister Gordon
Brown warns of apocalyp-
tic type catastrophe if the
treaty isn’t signed.
      “If we do not reach a
deal at this time, let us be
in no doubt: once the
damage from unchecked
emissions growth is done,
no retrospective global
agreement, in some future
period, can undo that
choice,” said the Prime
Minister, according to the
Salt Lake Tribune.

Tigers Of The Month
Freshman:
Mimi McWhite

2009 climate control summit ends with controversy, 2010 meetings scheduled
BY TAYLOR LIVINGSTON

STAFF WRITER

Sophomore:
Denise McCloud

Junior:
Kelsie Windsor

Senior:
Micah Greene

Staff Member:
Frances Stephenson

Teacher:
Brenda Wright

Who is Your Prince Charming? Who is Your Cinderella?
Roses are red. V iolet s are blue. If you filled out our survey , we’ve got 10 matches for you!

For just two bucks, you can find out what the computer thinks of your chances for love:

- Top ten most comp atible matches

- Top three best friend matches

- Bottom three matches (watch out!)

Tiger Tales st aff members will be selling printout s in the next few days at lunch. Just in time for V alentine’ s Day!

TOONPOOL.COM
Copenhagen Cenference discusses pollution and climate.
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     What does agriculture
and science teacher Rick
Edwards have in common
with professional wrestler
John Cena? How about
David Letterman and
guidance counselor Jessica
Fevrin? Fran Drescher and
social studies teacher
Ashley Wardlaw? Accord-
ing to
www.psychologytoday.com,
www.celebritybrideguide.com,
and
www.celebritywonder.com,
they all married high
school or college sweet-
hearts.
     According to
www.snopes.com, only 14
percent of marriages are
the product of meeting at
high school or in college.
Also, of these high school
sweethearts, only 34
percent marry between the
ages of 18 and 27; the rest
marry their former sweet-
heart later in life.
     In the opinion of one
website, www.chacha.com,
because of the bond that

former sweethearts share, it
would seem the divorce
rate is lower, though
divorce rates for former
high school sweethearts
aren’t available.
     According to
www.urbandictionary.com,
a high school sweetheart is
the person you dated the
longest throughout high
school. However, Wardlaw
perceives it differently.
     “I would define a high
school sweetheart as a
couple who stands the test
of time and truly enjoys the
life they have created
together,” Wardlaw said.
     Wardlaw and her
husband, Nate, got
engaged on Christmas
morning. Nate presented
Wardlaw with a diamond
necklace and diamond
earrings. She went to the
bathroom to look in the
mirror at her new jewelry,
and when she walked out,
he said he had one more
present for her, then pulled
out the ring and asked her
to be his wife.
     While some people
doubt high school relation-
ships, Wardlaw had a
strong support system.
     “Everyone knew it was

meant to be,” Wardlaw
said.
     Nate had asked
Wardlaw’s father for
permission to marry her on
Oct. 29, 2004. Wardlaw’s
father told her to mark that
day on a calendar as
“things had changed.”
After Wardlaw was
proposed to, her father
revealed to her why he had
her write “things had
changed” on a calendar.
     “I still have the calendar
I wrote it on,” Wardlaw
said.
     Rick Edwards met his
wife playing football on a

Sunday afternoon with his
friends.
     “I was on offense, and
she was on defense, and I
got the ball, turned to run,
and she hit me like a
linebacker,” Edwards said.
“I thought to myself, a girl
that can play linebacker is a
girl I need to marry.”
      Edwards and wife dated
for nine years before they
got engaged.
     “We waited until both of
us had college degrees and
established jobs,” Edwards
said.
     Edwards and his wife
also got engaged at

Christmas. Edwards made
reservations at the first
restaurant they had eaten at
together. After dinner they
walked out to the garden of
the restaurant and he got
down on one knee and
asked for her hand in
marriage.
     “Thankfully, she said
yes,” Edwards said.
     Edwards believes that a
high school sweetheart
isn’t someone you need to
be in love with.
     “High school sweet-
hearts don’t have to be in
love,” Edwards said. “They
can be just friends and
enjoy each other’s friend-
ship.”
     Jessica Fevrin met her
husband while in college at
college at New Jersey
Institute of Technology.
     “We met during my
freshman year, but didn’t
start dating until our
sophomore year,” Fevrin
said.
     Fevrin and her husband
dated a little over five
years before marrying.
Fevrin already had
graduated from college at
that point.
     “We had talked about
marriage before,” Fevrin

said. “He proposed in the
parking deck at Sears in
the Newport Mall.”
     Fevrin did run into
some people who doubted
her relationship.
     “(Now) Some of them
are envious of the love we
have and wish they had the
same type of relationship
that we do,” Fevrin said.
     Fevrin believes mar-
riage is something that
should not be taken lightly;
it is very hard work and
should be a lifelong
commitment. The key to a
successful marriage, at any
age, should be that you
both love, honor and
respect each other, your
spouse should be your best
friend, you should have the
same or similar life goals,
and partners should be
willing to work at having a
successful marriage, she
said.
     Spanish teacher Cynthia
Irwin believes high school
students are too young for
serious relationships.
     “This is the time of your
life that you should
discover who you are and
what you want,” Irwin said.
“Your perspective changes
as you get older.”

Blue Ridge Heartbr eakers
In the month of January, Tiger Tales staff members collected quarter votes for the hottest guys and girls at the Ridge. Featured below are the guys and

girls who inspired the most monetary love. Thanks to everyone who voted.

What do you think your
best feature is? My eyes

What do you find attractive
in others? Eyes and smile

Where do you like to go on
dates? Wherever

High school sweethearts have a happily ever after
BY CALLEY  MANZ

STAFF WRITER

PHOTO PROVIDED BY ASHLEY WARDLAW

The Wardlaw Family at Christmas.

Second Place: Ashley
Marks

What do you think your
best feature is? My eyes

What do you find attractive
in others? Personality

Where do you like to go on
dates? Movies

Girls

First Place: Erin McGee

Guys

Second Place: Chase Corn

Grade: 12th

What do you think your
best feature is? My height

What do you find attractive
in others? Eyes

Where do you like to go on
dates? Wherever

First Place: Kyle Hawkins

What do you think is your
best feature? My eyes

What do you find attractive
in others? Personality

Where do you like to go on
dates? Movies and dinner



“Hey is my fly open, I don’t want to feel
it.”

11th Grade

“Stop shrinking it.”
12th Grade

“All we need is bubbles.”
11th Grade

“It won’t fall off now”
10th Grade

“Good! Trip so I can laugh.”
9th Grade

“They have medicine for that now.”
12th Grade

“Potty! You want to go potty too?”
12th Grade

“Go with the left hand!”
10th Grade

“Pull up your big girl pants and do it.”
10th Grade

Tyler Cope

1. Nickname? Patches
2. Favorite Musician? Led
Zepplin
3. Favorite cereal? Captain
Crunch
4. Favorite Disney prin-
cess? Snow White
5. Favorite High School
Memory? Painting up for
the Blue Ridge/Greer game

Shae Valentine

1. Who is your favorite
superhero? The Flash
2. One word to describe
yourself? Bubbly
3. Favorite part about high
school? Friends
4. Favorite hobby?
Drawing
5. Favorite cereal? Fruity
Pebbles

Caroline Brown

1. Nickname? Poopie.
2. One word to describe
yourself? Dramatic
3. Favorite part about high
school? Laughing at
underclassmen as they pass
me in the hallway; they still
have years left, and I don’t
4. Favorite hobby? Arts
(drawing, painting, etc)
5. Favorite superhero? The
Joker

Senior Spotlight Hall TalkHall TalkHall TalkHall TalkHall Talk Man on the Str eet
What is your New Year’s

Resolution?

Braxton Severino, 12
“I want to catch a big
bass.”

Andre Williams, 9
“To start over, and
help people out who
helped me when I
was down.”

Nick Jones, 10
“To have a good next
year hopefully.”

Nicole Scott, 9
“To get everything
I’ve ever wanted.”
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BY EMILY LEAVITT, STAFF WRITER

BY TRAMELL JOHNSON, STAFF WRITER

BY CAYLEE FOX, STAFF WRITER

PHOTOS BY STACEY GIBBY

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY THE YEARBOOK STAFF



December1
@Berea
Boys: Win
Girls: Win

December 4
@Wade Hampton
Boys: Loss
Girls: Win

December 8
@J.L. Mann
Boys: Loss
Girls: Loss

December 11
@T R
Boys: Loss
Girls: Loss

December 15
@Berea
Boys: Loss
Girls: Win

December 18
@ T R
Boys: Loss
Girls: Loss

December 28-20
@Greer FCA
Loss
Boys Only

      The Tiger wrestling
team opened the 2009
season with their Novem-
ber 30th match at Pickens
High School. The team
beat Easley 60 to 24.
Dustin Kluge and Matt
Kowalski won all of their
matches.
     According to Head
Coach Carl Mathias, the
leaders of the team this
year are Matt Kowalski,
Erik Surfus, Dustin
Underwood, Justin Kluge,
and Dustin Kluge.

     Each wrestling match
consists of three, two
minute periods. The winner
is determined by a point
system, and there are 14
weight classes.
     Mathias says the team
has many strong points, but
admits the team does have
one overall weakness.
     “Our weakness is
inexperience. We have
seven starters that are first
year wrestlers,” Mathias
said.
     A big part of being a
wrestler is maintaining
your weight to stay in your
weight class, according to
Mathias.
     Surfus, in the 130
pound weight class,
maintains his weight by

eating correct portions and
constantly exercising to
lose weight.
     Mathias has high
expectations for the team.
He enforces strict disci-
pline for misbehaving or
not showing up to practice.
     “We get suspended
from one match,” said
Kowalski, when asked
what consequences
Mathias enforces.
     Kowalski says the high
point of the season for him
would be starting the
season well with an 8-1
record.
     Both Surfus and
Kowalski agree that
conditioning is the hardest
part of being on the
wrestling team. During a

normal practice, the team
drills, conditions, and

wrestles.
     “This is the hardest

working team I have ever
coached,” said Mathias.

Varsity Boys and Girls Basketball:
February Schedule
Date:                              Opponent & Place:

February 2: ---------------------------- @ Union

February 5: ---------------------- Greer  vs. BR

February 9: ----------------------- @ Chapman

February 11:  --------------------- @ Riverside

February 16: ----1st Round of State Playoffs

February 19: ---2nd Round of State Playoffs

February 23: ----3rd Round of State Playoff

February 27: ----Upper State Championship

Blue Ridge sports
January 20106

Blue Ridge wrestling team overcomes inexperience, starts 8-1

BY EMILY CAMPBELL

STAFF WRITER

PHOTO PROVIDED BY NATHAN GREENE

Get a grip: Tiger  wrestlers struggle to keep winning streak alive.
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     Tiger Tales is a publication of Blue Ridge
High School. Its purpose is to inform its readers
about school, community, and state events,
personalities, school and district policies and
their changes, to entertain. Bylined columns
reflect the views of the writer, while editorials
reflect the majority opinion of the staff. Tiger
Tales will try to present the news in an objective
manner. Tiger Tales will attempt to use fairness,
impartiality, accuracy, honesty, and responsibility
in presenting ideas to its readers. Tiger Tales will
make a clean distinction between factual and
opinionated content.
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Got something to say?
Send us a letter to the edi-
tor and we’ll post it in the

paper.
Slip it under the door of

room B118

Need advice? Send us an
anonymous request and
we’ll post it in the paper.

STAFF WRITERS
Lisha O’Boyle
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Caylee Fox
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Taylor Livingston
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Alicia Edwards
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     The Notebook, Twi-
light, New Moon, Ella
Enchanted, and the Harry
Potter series are all stories
you should know as books,
not movies. One of the
things that irritates me the
most is when Hollywood
changes fantastic books
into mediocre movies.
     A warning to people
who haven’t seen the
movies or read the books
in the title: this column

does include spoilers.
Consider the Twilight
series for example; I will
admit the movie of New
Moon was much better
than Twilight, but if you’ve
read the series you know
that Jacob and Bella are
supposed to fall in love,
and she is supposed to kiss
him, not just a peck on the
lips: a real kiss. You would
also know that when
Edward first leaves, Bella
is supposed to be com-
pletely broken; she’s not
supposed to just dry heave
and cover her face. To
make matters worse, the
acting is just completely
terrible in these movies.
Not only does Kristen
Stewart pull of a terrible
“crying” scene, the passion
that was supposed to spark
between her and Jacob
Black was basically

nonexistent.
     Another example is the
Harry Potter series.
Though the movies that
bring these fantastic books
to life aren’t quiet as
annoying as for the
Twilight series, They are
still a disappointment in
my eyes. The acting is
better than the Twilight
series, that’s for sure, but

the fact that it took six tries
to finally make a decent
movie is annoying. The
sixth movie is the first one
to follow the books almost
perfectly, except of course
for the ending. The other
Potter movies were more
than disappointing.
     It just annoys me how
much different movies tend
to be from the books that

inspired them. If more
people read books, they
would understand my
feelings. That’s the
problem with the people
these days: they solely
depend on movies and
technology for their
entertainment. I confess
that if I had never read the
Twilight or Harry Potter
books, I might have
enjoyed the movies, but
the point is that in my
opinion most directors
change books into movies
to reach out to the book
readers, and if I’m right
then why do they change
them so much?
      Another thing that I
just cannot stand about
Hollywood turning books
into movies is the fact that
Twilight was a great
series until it became a set
of movies. Now all

people know is “Edward is
so hot,” or “Team Jacob!”
Like, seriously guys? It’s
just really annoying that
people base their opinion
about the book on how hot
the guy acting in the movie
looks. There are more things
to base an opinion on than
the actors, like the storyline,
for example.
      If people would take the
time to read books before
seeing movies, then they
would see how much the
movies lack. If you are
anything like me, you read
the books first, and when
you go see the movie, you
know exactly where I’m
coming from. But, if you are
not like me, you should pick
up a book. Then maybe
you’d realize how much you
are missing out on.

     People experience many
exciting things throughout
high school: gaining
independence from
parents, making new
friends, and, yes, getting
into trouble. Some teens
are robbed of not one, but
all three of these adven-
tures. Why? Because
parents are trying to relive
their youth with “hip”
teenagers and their friends.
     Parents who live
vicariously through their
children kill me. I just
cannot fathom why, or
how, certain peers of mine
put up with this. Like me,
some teens cringe at
parents who engage in this
behavior, but others
embrace it.
     Personally, I couldn’t

handle such antics. I love
my mother, and in a sense,
she is my best friend. Yet,
she isn’t exactly someone I
would take to parties, take
out to meet guys, or buy
club attire with. Nope. Not
my mother.
     There is a huge differ-

ence
between
being able
to confide
in your
mother,
and telling
your
mother
every
single
thing that
goes on in
the privacy
of a “girl’s
night out”
that your
mother
didn’t
attend. A
little hint
ladies:
constantly
inviting
mommy along makes other
girls not want to hang out

with you. So there is no
need to tell your fly mom
your friend’s business
unless that friend is in
danger. Otherwise, keep it
to yourself.
     Dressing like a teenager
is one thing. I can take that,
because a majority of the

time the
clothes
look good.
But when
a woman
starts
acting like
a teen,
which
clearly
hasn’t
been the
case for at
least
twenty
years, it
gets a little
pathetic.
     Many
of these
women are
trying to
achieve
the title of

“cougar,” which according
to

www.urbandictionary.com
is an attractive older lady
who goes for younger men,
puma, a woman in early

twenties in the pre-cougar
phase, or jaguar, woman
over 50 looking for some
young lovin’. It is sad that

women would degrade
themselves just to earn the
title of a wild animal. What
is happening to the world?
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