September 1, 2010
Dear Parents:


Each year our school participates in the district-wide Battle of the Books competition.  Schools throughout the district sign up in the fall to enter their team in the program.


Here’s how it works.  After students in either fourth or fifth grade have returned a parent permission form (see below), they begin reading from a selected list of ten books which are the S.C. Book Award nominees for this year. Beginning in January, we will meet Monday and Wednesday mornings from 7:25-7:55 twice a week.  Students will be divided into teams of five.

We will participate in answering questions from all ten books during each practice session. In March we will have a school tournament between teams.  The winning team from Bethel will go to the district tournament on Thursday, April 14th, at Mauldin High School.   The competition is fierce!! Several years ago Bethel won the tournament, two years ago Bethel finished second, and last year we missed third place by one question.  We have the big trophy displayed in our school entryway.


This is a wonderful opportunity to get your child interested in reading books, while having a great time competing and interacting with others.  Our kids are always so enthusiastic about this competition!


If your child is interested in participating and you can have them at school by 7: 25 am on Mondays and Wednesdays between January –March, please sign the form below and have your child return it to his or her teacher by September 17, 2010

Once this form is returned, your child will be given a bookmark with the 10 books listed and also have access to the Battle of the Books blog.  This blog gives them information and a picture of each book, along with questions about the books they have read. They must read at least three books and answer questions about those books on the blog http://jvkaye.blog.greenville.k12.sc.us/ to qualify for the Battle of the Books team by December 18, 2010.  
My child_________________________ has permission to participate in the
                      ( Print first and last name)
Battle of the Books Program at Bethel Elementary.  I will have them at school by 7:25 each Monday and Wednesday, January through March 2011.

Parent Signature:__________________________________________
Teacher’s Name:___________________________________________
Teachers, please return the bottom of this form to Mrs. Kaye’s mailbox.

