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Introduction 

• At Beck Academy, we want to partner with 
parents and make decisions based on what is in 
the best interest of your child and his/her 
education.  

• This presentation was developed to assist you in 
making an informed decision when considering 
overriding your child into an advanced course. 

• The purpose of this PowerPoint is to provide you 
with a clear understanding of the requirements 
and expectations required for success in high 
school credit courses.  

 



Teacher Recommendation 

• After you view this PowerPoint and begin your 

deliberation, please keep in mind that a careful 

decision was made by the school to select the 

appropriate class for your child.  

• Not only did our staff consider the information 

contained in this presentation, but they also used 

district criteria that has been established as a an 

appropriate predictor of a student’s success.  

• Parental overrides are available so that if a parent 

believes their child will be successful despite data that 

indicates otherwise, an option is available.   



Internal Factors 

• It is important to consider whether or not 
your child has certain internal factors that 
can contribute to his or her success.  

– Does your child have an above average  
maturity level, work ethic and study habits 
necessary to be successful? 

– Is success in the courses as important to the 
student as it is to you, the parent? 

– These factors will play a major role in the 
student’s mental approach to these courses.  



External Factors 

• It is important to consider whether or not your 

child has certain external factors that are 

influencing him/her to take courses for which he 

or she may not be academically prepared.  

– Is your child experiencing peer pressure from friends 

to take the same classes? 

– Is your child being pressured by family expectations 

or seeking to follow the path of older siblings? 

– This type of pressure often creates a high amount of  

stress for your child and complicates the learning 

process in an already challenging situation.  



Academic Factors 

• The rigor and pacing of high school credit 
courses will be more intense than the classes 
they have taken before.  

• Your child may develop skill gaps because they 
have skipped a course. For example, if a student 
does not take their recommended 8th grade 
course and overrides into a high school credit 
class, he or she is being asked to learn two 
years of content simultaneously (8th & 9th 
grades).  

• The student will also be asked to apply skills in 
the high school course that they have yet to 
master. 



Academic Expectations 

• Courses are taught as if students have mastered 
grade level skills and standards. 

• Student thinking is extended and connections 
are to be made through individual analysis and 
evaluation. Students are evaluated on this 
ability. 

• Major assessments are 60% of the course 
grade. 

• The courses have a semester exam, as well as 
a state required end-of-course exam.  

 

 



English I Honors 

• This course has: 

– Longer, more in-depth writing assignments 

– More frequent homework and independent 

reading 

– Fewer guides (students are expected to have 

mastery of the “basics”) 

– A focus on analysis of the material rather than 

the facts  

 



English I Honors 

• In addition to the previously mentioned internal 
factors, the student needs: 
– The academic maturity to handle the nature of the 

content being read 

– The ability to concentrate and focus on difficult 
reading (the classics) 

– An above average writing ability 

 

For example, in 7th grade a student might be asked to 
recall what a character did, said or why they did it. In 
English I, a student will be asked to analyze a quote 
or passage not previously discussed and evaluate 
what the author is trying to communicate.   

 



Possible Student Frustrations 

• Students often feel behind other 
classmates who were recommended and 
more adequately prepared. 

• Students may become discouraged and 
give up. 

• Students may not understand why they 
are not doing well because they have 
always been “good at” the subject. 

• Students sometimes experience 
resentment and act out to deal with their 
frustrations.    



Algebra I Honors 

• This course: 

– Assumes mastery of skills from grades 6-8 

– Focuses on the application of skills rather 

than the memorization of facts 

– Expects students to make connections 

between lessons and units instead of learning 

skills in isolation 

– Has homework more frequently 

– Is designed for students that were in 

advanced classes in 6th and 7th grade. 



Algebra I Honors 

• In addition to previously mentioned internal 

factors, the student needs: 

– Strong mathematical ability (mastery of skills from 

grades 6-8)  

– The ability to analyze, evaluate, synthesize and apply 

previous knowledge independently  

For example, in 7th grade as student will be asked to 

solve -2x + 3=23. In Algebra I, the student will 

expected to apply 7th and 8th grade skills to solve        

-2(x-5)+3x = 4(2-5x)-8. 



Conclusion 

• When making the final decision for your child, 

please consider any additional factors that apply 

to your child as an individual.  

• Once an override is in place, even if the student 

experiences difficulty their schedule will not be 

changed back to a lower-level course.  

• If you have further questions, please feel free to 

email your child’s teacher or our Instructional 

Coach Mrs. Sanders at 

  dsanders@greenville.k12.sc.us . 
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