AP English Language and Composition
Summer Reading Assignment 2010

Read each of the following works carefully. Parbaf study next year will involve the idea that éeything’s an
argument” — from advertising to novels. In addittordeveloping a clear understanding of plot aratatter, think about
the message of each book; what does the authorywarnb understand, to think, or to think about?

+ Be prepared for agbj ective reading test on both books beginning the first day of class

+ All written assignmentsyvill be taken up on thBrst day of class.

+ Failure to complete the assignment in its entioetio turn in all written work on the first day ofass will have a
significant impact on your first quarter grade.

+  We will discuss the following works and use thenthasbasis for your first writing assignment withire first
weeks of school.

Assignment:

1. Read 1984y George Orwell.
A. In a one-page (minimum), handwritten respoasswer the following:
This book has been described as “a warning.” Indsedughout the text, Orwell plants both subtld amert
warnings to the reader. What do you think are sofibe larger issues at hand here? Are they stidghviant
today? Support your responses with evidence franedkt as well as contemporary examples.
B. Choose a passage that seems especially sagtifin one or two handwritten paragraphs, disissglation to
the novel as a whole and any elements of languade/ou find interesting within it.

2. Read Brave New Worldy Aldous Huxley.

A. In a one-page (minimum), handwritten respoasswer the following:
Written as a prophetic fable, Brave New Wddds much a warning as it is a satire. In 193lélumade
predictions about a future 600 years away. Witlali & century, his predictions seemed less famfddthan he
had imagined. In what ways is today’s society il of the concerns expressed by Huxley? Supjant
response with evidence from the text as well asertpporary examples.

B. Choose a passage that seems especially sagtifin one or two handwritten paragraphs, disissglation to
the novel as a whole and any elements of langusge/ou find interesting within it.

***Eor each of the above, | strongly suggest thati yake notes for yourself (regarding, for examfiiemes, character,
plot, elements of language), either in the texdlfter in a notebook, that will be helpful to yourthg class discussion.
***Bring copies of both texts to clasveryday beginning with the first day of class.

3. Read at leashree essays fronene of the following writers (all three essays shobédby thesame author):
Edward Abbey, Margaret Atwood , Francis Bacon, daBaldwin, Wendell Berry, Rachel Carson, Joandidi
Annie Dillard, W.E.B. Dubois, Loren Eiseley, Ral@faldo Emerson, William Hazlitt, Thomas Jefferson,
Martin Luther King, Jr., Barry Lopez, Norman Mail&ancy Mairs, Margaret Mead, George Orwell, AmyTa
Henry David Thoreau, Eudora Welty, E.B. White, argifia Woolf.

List the title and author, then answer the follogvguestions foeach essay:
¢+ What is the author’s subjétt

+ What is the occasiéh

¢+ Who is the audience

+ What is the purposef the essay?
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Who is the speakdnot a name, but what kind of person is the auliased on how he/she writes the essay?)
How does the essay begin? (i.e., with an anecdotgyestion, or description, etc.)
How does the essay end? (i.e., with an anecdotgyeastion, or description, etc.)

| look forward to seeing you in the falll
Feel free to email with questions: bbroadwe@grdknki2.sc.us
This assignment is also posted on my website (atdedrom the EHS homepage).



